
Local readers taking full 
use of summer program
By MICHELE COLLINS

The Cuyahoga County Public 
Library system is celebrating its 
100th anniversary in Northeast 
Ohio and to mark the milestone, 
more than 2,100 Solon readers are 
taking part in the library’s 2022 
Summer Reading program.

In addition to enjoying some good 
summer books, the 1,710 youth readers 
who are participating at the Solon 
branch, are “helping combat the sum-
mer slide,” according to Darlene Davis, 
branch manager at the Solon branch.

Referring to the tendency for stu-
dents to lose some of the achievement 
gains they made during the previous 
school year during the course of the 
summer, Ms. Davis said the entire 
library staff is available to make 
book recommendations to students 
who are looking for something that 

is age appropriate, yet engaging.
The reading program runs for 10 

weeks from June 4 to Aug. 14 and 
challenges participants to keep track 
of their summer reading by utilizing 
either a paper game board available 
at the library – or one that can be 
found online through the library’s 
Beanstack app.

The game board is divided into 
20-minute increments and par-
ticipants put an “x” on the square 
when they complete the required 
minutes of reading. They then 
“move” around the game board 
until the squares are all filled.

“The total amount of reading for 
each game board is 16 hours and 
after reaching half that goal, youth 
participants get to choose a reward 
from the library’s ‘treasure box’ 
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City of Solon service workers vote to unionize
By MICHELE COLLINS

The 59 full-time employees of 
the Solon Service Department are 
now members of their own union, 
following a recent vote.  

According to Bill Drsek, public 
works commissioner for the city, 

the union was formed after a few 
previous attempts to form such a 
union failed during the course of 
the last 15 years.

The union, officially called the 
Solon Service Department Union, 
was formed after employees filed 

the necessary paperwork with the 
Ohio State Employee Relations 
Board, according to Thomas Lobe, 
the city’s law director. 

According to Mr. Drsek, union 
ballots were sent to all 59 full-time 
members of the service department. 

Of those responding, 34 employees 
voted to join the union, nine others 
voted to join the Laborers Local 
860 union, and three voted against 
the proposal. 

Even though 13 employees did 
Turn to Union on Page 8

BMX
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Dan Sirkin, owner of Solon Bicycle and founder of the new Solon Bicycle BMX team, is all geared up and ready to ride along 
with nine-year-old Max Frank (left) and eight-year-old Marley Frank. Turn to page A8 to learn more about their BMX bicycle 
team riding adventures. 

Study reveals council, residents 
have different priorities for parks
By MICHELE COLLINS

Ward 4 Councilman Mike Kan 
wants a community park with a safe, 
and inviting playground, where he 
can take his young son.  

Ward 5 Councilwoman Nancy 
Meany envisions a park with a 
playground for young visitors, ball 
fields for school age children and 
pickleball courts for older residents, 
all being simultaneously used.  

For Ward 2 Councilman Robert 
Pelunis, a park that has the ability 
to be redesigned with changing 
activity patterns is what he is after.

Ward 7 William Russo wants a 
baseball facility that residents can 
be proud of, with dugouts, properly 
draining fields and canopies so 
spectators don’t “roast in the sun.”

And Ward  3  Counci lman 
Jeremy Zelwin wants to see that 

the recommendations and plans 
from park consultants Brandstetter 
Carroll, the architectural and engi-
neering planning group tasked with 
developing a park master plan, are 
made prior to the city’s November 
Annual Budget process.

“Not having those recommenda-
tions by November, would be a huge 
failure by this group,” he said. “We 
don’t want to wait another year.”

During the Solon City Council’s 
workshop and visioning meeting 
with Patrick Hoagland, principal 
of Brandstet Carroll, council 
members were asked to share what 
they thought the current Solon 
Community Park lacked.

Several council members said 
the park was outdated, that the 
concession and restroom facilities 
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