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Winterfest 
Crowd gives warm 
welcome to first 
bicentennial event 

By SUE REID

Despite balmy temps hovering 

in the 60s last Saturday, the city of 

Solon kicked off its bicentennial with 

a Winterfest, drawing close to 1,500 

people to the Community Center.

“I’m speechless,” Mayor Edward 

H. Kraus said while surveying the 

center. “It’s better than I expected.”

Guests entering the center, flanked 
in winter shades of cool blue and 

white, were first treated to an ice 
sculpture artist out front as well 

as performers on stilts donning 

costumes flanked with white and 
blue lights. 

“What an entrance,” Community 
Center Manager Rich Parker com-
mented. “This is an awesome way 
to celebrate an awesome city for our 
awesome residents.”

The evening, which featured aerial 
artists in the gym, food vendors, a 
deejay and virtual tours of the city, 
among other attractions, was way 
more than she anticipated, Solon 
resident Deb Gallagher said.
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Abby and Amelia Wilder joined close to 1,500 attendees at Winterfest on Saturday, Solon’s first bicentennial event of the year. 
Despite the temperatures in the 60s, residents gathered at the Community Center to enjoy a variety of festivities, including 
face painting, an ice sculptor, performers on stilts, jugglers, carnival games and glitter tattoos.

Lynch house should be razed not 
saved, Councilman Russo says 
By SUE REID

Despite a signed lease agree-
ment and its approval by the Solon 
City Council Safety and Public 
Properties Committee last week, 
the future of the historical Lynch 
house continues to be debated by 
city officials.

Councilman William I. Russo, 
chairman of the safety commit-
tee, voted no on the agreement 
and voiced his opposition. Voting 
in favor of the agreement were 
Councilmen Jeremy A. Zelwin and 
Robert N. Pelunis. The full City 
Council will have the matter before 
them at their meeting on Jan. 21.

Among parts of the agreement, 
the historical society has agreed to 
place $300,000 into an escrow ac-
count for the repairs and renovation 
of the home at 34025 Bainbridge 

Road and to place an additional 
$10,000 into a Maintenance Escrow 
account for ongoing upkeep of the 
structure.

But Mr. Russo said he is not 
confident about how the house will 
be used.  

“My fear is based on what I’ve 
seen transpire over at the historical 
society,” Mr. Russo said. “I have 
no confidence at all that the Lynch 
home will be used for nothing but 
storage.

“It is not going to be used to 
display items,” Mr. Russo added. 
“They have not shown any ability 
to display items in a good manner 
in the existing building they have.” 
He said the society has had full 
access to the building for about four 
years and it is not in good shape or 

Police probing car break-ins 
at Uptown shopping center 
By SUE REID

Solon police are investigating 
multiple break-ins that occurred to 
locked cars in the parking lot of the 
Uptown Solon Shopping Center on 
Kruse Drive last week.

Lt. Jamey Hofmann said that, 
at 6:03 a.m. on Jan. 6, four cars 
were broken into by having their 
windows smashed in the parking 
lot of Orangetheory Fitness. The 
workout facility is located in the 
plaza in between Old Navy and 
the Rusty Bucket.

Earlier that morning on the same 
day, the parking lot outside the 
Orangetheory Fitness in Beachwood 
also was hit, Lt. Hofmann said, 
noting the thefts are connected.

In the Solon incident, a variety of 
items were taken from the vehicles, 
including purses, cell phones and 

laptops, Lt. Hofmann said. Police 
were able to recover a lot of the 
items on Lee Road in Cleveland, 
he added. 

There are no suspects at this time, 
and no video surveillance in the 
area, according to reports.

Lt. Hofmann also said the same 
location in Solon was hit in the 
summer.

“They (thieves) know these are 
upper-class neighborhoods and 
people leave all of their things in 
the car when they work out,” he 
said. “Where they hit before was 
successful, so they will try again.”

Lt. Hofmann said investigators 
have yet to determine if the thieves 
are from outside this area. 

Police are giving the plaza special 
attention during the early morning 
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