
Parents say children did 
well with remote learning
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM  

The majority of parents respond-
ing to a recent Solon City School 
District survey indicated that their 
children did well with remote learn-
ing put into play after the state closed 
school buildings in mid-March due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Acting Superintendent Fred 
Bolden reported some of the survey 
findings during the Solon Board of 
Education meeting on Tuesday. In 
introducing the survey results, Mr. 
Bolden said he was waiting for state 
guidelines to reopen schools for the 
2020-2021 academic year. Ohio 
Gov. Mike DeWine was scheduled 
to present the recommendations 
today. Gov. DeWine has said that 

local districts will ultimately decide 
the best way to open this fall since 
there is no one size fits all for city, 
rural and suburban districts.  

“They’re going to be offering 
suggestions and we feel it is critical 
that our plans coincide with those 
suggestions,” Mr. Bolden said. 
“None of us are health experts, so 
we want to take the advice that the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
and the state board of health give us.”

 Mr. Bolden said that more than 
2,000 families, representing approxi-
mately 80 percent of the  student body, 
answered the survey. More than 60 
percent of respondents reported that 
the remote learning experience was 

Solon starts new website 
By SUE REID

With an increased online in-
teraction due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the city of Solon recently 
launched a new website.

Information Technology Director 
Jim Gibbs said last week that the 
new site at www.solonohio.org 
features an updated design to 
align with the city’s new branding 
guidelines.

Beginning last year, the city rolled 
out a new logo and branding image. 
It continues to be adopted citywide 
on stationery, letterhead and on flags 
at various city buildings, among 
other areas.

The logo has been incorporated 
in the new website.

The main purpose of the site, Mr. 
Gibbs continued, was to provide a 
more friendly option for viewing 

on mobile devices and to streamline 
the content on the site.

With the upgrades came the 
elimination of static pages that 
were changing often, Mr. Gibbs 
explained. It was important to make 
sure that all the pages were in the 
appropriate places in the site map, 
he added.

“The site map, and overall content 
management, will be an ongoing 
effort.”

The site gets a refresh every five 
years, Mr. Gibbs continued, with 
online usage increasing in recent 
months.

In addition, other online plat-
forms such as the city’s presence 
on YouTube, Facebook and Twitter 
also has seen an increased presence 
over the past few months, Mr. 
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First Pop Up event has a twist 
By SUE REID

Fun is “popping up” in the City 
of Solon this summer in the areas of 
art, dance, theater and music. 

About 50 took part last week in 
the first-ever SCA Pop Up Series, 
presented with creativity and safety 
in mind by staff members at the 
Solon Center for the Arts.

Last week’s event featured the 
creation of tie-dye clothing, drawing 
families young and old to the parking 
lot of the art center.

“We want to bring people back,” 
Tracy Sullivan, director of com-
munity and cultural enrichment, said. 
“We still want to provide events and 
programming.”

The art center remains closed to 
the public but is open to those sum-
mer camp participants only. That is 
why the pop ups are held outdoors, 
Mrs. Sullivan noted.

“Most of these will occur in the 
parking lot,” she said, and their 
timing is all weather dependent.

The goal is to hold them either 

weekly or biweekly, with the theme 
“popping up” on the center ’s 
Facebook page just days prior to 
allow for registration.

“We are in the process of develop-
ing more,” Mrs. Sullivan said. “As 
we get close, they will be released.”

Each of the center’s staff, which 
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Sheryl Cohen brought her 5-year-old daughter, Madelyn, and her 8-year-old son, Nathan, for the Tie Dye Party at the Solon 
Center for the Arts on Friday. Instructors Jolee Klugherz, left, and Lara Young assist the children with the activity.

Turn to Fun on Page 4

Turn to Web on Page 4Turn to School on Page 12

CLASSIFIEDS, B5-12
EDITORIAL, A8
EDUCATION, B2
OBITUARIES, B3 
RELIGION, B4
SPORTS, A13-14

INS IDE

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

News

Orange District explores 
ways to open in fall. A3

Chester   Residents plan 
freedom walk on July 4. A6

Chardon    BOE closes 
out school year. A6

South Russell   
Couple loses bid to block 
new pole. A6

Solon    City on road to 
street repairs.  A7

Kenston   Board considers 
combined levy in 2021. A11

Gates Mills   Panel 
reviews options to tackle 
deficit. A15

West G   Group to advise 
district on school opening 
for fall. A16

Sports

Honors   Local residents 
receive 50-year pins from 
Local 18. A13

Lacrosse   Solon grad 
tabbed all-American scholar 
at Hiram. A14

Features 

Gates Mills     Village 
finds new way to celebrate 
Independence Day. B1

Newbury     Family 
shares memories of school 
days. B1


