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Village commits $50K toward Grove Hill Park
By SUE REID

There is movement toward the 
realization of the scenic Grove Hill 
Park, with the village committing 
$50,000 toward its future develop-
ment in the 2023 budget.

The park measures .3 acres and 
is located at the northwest corner of 
West Cottage and North Main streets.

Chief Administrative Officer Rob 
Jamieson outlined for members of the 
Grove Hill Commission last week 

what areas of the project the village 

is looking to address next year, and 

the dollar amounts associated with it.

He said that following the com-

mission’s meeting in September, he 

met with Mayor William Tomko to 

take a close look at where the village 

stood with some elements of the 

project. They also looked at funding 

availability for next year, he said.

Among the priorities for the proj-

ect to be addressed in 2023 include 

replacement and repair to sections 

along both walls that are on the site. 

In specific, there needs to be crack 
repair and tuck pointing, as well as 

general maintenance.

None of this is “critical,” Mr. 

Jamieson added. In addition, drainage 

holes meant to be there by design, 

will be unblocked. 

“It may require drainage work 

behind the wall into the hillside,” he 

said, although that is not yet certain.

The village has budgeted $35,000 
toward the portion of wall repairs 
for 2023, and that amount has been 
placed in the budget.

The next item to be addressed 
includes trying to get some of the 
vegetation back in the most visible 
parts of the area, including behind 
both walls and up the hillside, and 
adding native, decorative planting.

Landscape architect Craig Cawrse, 
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The Chagrin Falls High School Class of 2023 presented the annual Pumpkin Roll last week, 
with hundreds descending on Grove Hill for the time-honored event. Making their way 
down the hill as part of the fun were (from left) Crawford Latkovic, Logan Holmes, Michael 
Moissis and Zach Neimeier, all CFHS seniors. For more photos from this year’s event, 
please see Page A10 and visit ChagrinValleyToday.com.

Seven bids 
submitted for 
Riverside Park 
playground
By SUE REID

As of last week, the village received 
seven submissions in its Request For 
Proposals for playground designs for 
Riverside Park.

Plans are to narrow down the proposals 
to the top three.

“They all met the parameters of the 
RFP,” Village Chief Administrative Officer 
Rob Jamieson said last week. The deadline 
for the submissions was Oct. 27.

The proposals came from Playground 
Equipment Services Co. of Cincinnati; 
American Athletix/Kompan, based in 
Michigan; DWA Recreation of Harrison, 
Ohio; Play & Park Structures, based in 
Chattanooga; Midstates Recreation in 
Licking County, Ohio; Snider Recreation 
of North Royalton; and Meyer Design 
Commercial Play in Akron.

The design of New York designer Mark 
Reigelman, which was tabled by Village 
Council prior to seeking the additional 
proposals, was not among the submis-
sions, but will be part of the final review 
process along with the three finalists, Mr. 
Jamieson noted.

At a preliminary glance, Mr. Jamieson 
said the seven proposals looked compre-
hensive “with a lot of good information.

“I’ll be excited to see how the review 
process unfolds.”

Voters hear last-minute pitches from candidates
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

A number of state and local candi-

dates spoke at the recent Pepper Pike 

Civic League’s annual “Candidates 

and Issues Night” in an attempt to 

garner some last-minute support 

from area voters prior to the Nov. 8 

general election.

The event was held Oct. 25 in the 

Orange High School commons and 

included an in-person welcome from 

Pepper Pike Mayor Richard Bain, 
who spoke about the importance of 

preserving democracy.

“The very foundation of our nation 

is under attack,” he said.

Mayor Bain also thanked attendees 

for coming and showed appreciation 
to the civic league for hosting the 
event. 

“Pepper Pike Civic League 
is a gift,” he said. “There 
are not a handful, even, 
of similar commu-
nity events that can be 
found in this region. 
I commend the civic 
league for continuing 
their efforts.”

After Mayor Bain’s wel-
come, each of the candidates 
in attendance had a few minutes to 
speak before answering questions 
from the audience. 

The first judicial candidate to 

speak, 18-year Cleveland attorney 
Kevin Kelley, is running against 
Solon’s Wanda C. Jones to be a judge 

of the Court of Common Pleas’ 
general division, which 

is the trial court. He 
introduced himself as 
a husband and father 
of five daughters. 

“Before I was an 
attorney, I was a social 

worker and a mental 
health worker,” he said, 

“and my job was working with 
the Court of Common Pleas and 
Cleveland Municipal Court to work 
with mentally ill defendants to try 
to prescribe a path” to reintegrate 

them into the community with treat-
ment, 12-step meetings, and other 
services they needed “as opposed to 
the criminal justice system.”

He worked there until he graduated 
law school and started practicing 
law. He is also a former member of 
Cleveland city council, serving on the 
council for 16 years and as president 
of the council for eight years. 

While he was on city council, the 
council made losing a home a civil 
matter. 

“This wasn’t a program that we 
funded. This was a right that we 
created,” he said. 
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