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Second phase of Chagrin Falls 
upgrades underway downtown
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

CHAGRIN FALLS — Wood forms 
and orange barrels have taken over 
Triangle Park in the downtown  
shopping district with the second 
phase of the sidewalk replacement 
underway.

Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Jamieson said the village is 
in the second phase of its three-year 
project, having started last year with 
the replacement of the center circle 
of the park.

“Last year we budgeted for the 
first phase of a three-year project 
to replace all of the walking paths 
in Triangle Park with a true red 
brick,” Mr. Jamieson said. He said 
the walkways in the park were origi-
nally concrete paver bricks, which 
have deteriorated over time and 
were losing color due to wear and 
tear. He added that the concrete was 

also becoming “rippled,” making 
the paths harder on which to walk.

“By switching from the concrete 
paver bricks to a real clay red brick, 
we’re hoping to keep that color and 
have a higher quality appearance 
and a better wear service for the 
long term,” he said. 

The first phase, Mr. Jamieson 
said, was budgeted for about 
$40,000 and included the center 
gathering area of the park. This year, 
the total budgeted cost is $41,100.

“That’s for the crossover path-
ways from one side (of the park) 
to the other, and then several of the 
walk paths that go from that circular 
gathering area out to the edges,” he 
explained. “Next year, we’re going 
to be doing the final phase of the 
project, which is replacing all the 

Mayor Koons wins new 
term in South Russell
By JOAN DEMIRJIAN

SOUTH RUSSELL — Village resi-
dents voted during Tuesday’s general 
election to give Mayor Bill Koons a 
second, four-year term in office. He 
was challenged by Councilman Mike 
Carroll, who has served on 
council for five years. 

According to unofficial 
tallies by the Geauga 
County Board of Elections, 
Mayor Koons received 705 votes 
or 69 percent of the ballots cast in 
this race compared to 306 votes or 
30 percent for Mr. Carroll.

Mayor Koons previously had 
served 10 years on Village Council 
and ran unopposed in 2016 for the 
mayoral seat after former Mayor 
Matt Brett retired.

Mr. Carroll was elected to coun-
cil in 2014. He has served on the 

village’s safety and emergency 
planning committees as well as 
human resources and public utilities.

Village voters also selected their 
choices among three candidates 
vying for two seats on Village 

Council. Gerald Canton 
won re-election with 554 
votes or 34.5 percent. He 
is completing his first 
council term. Newcomer 

Christopher Berger also won a seat 
on council garnering 620 votes 
or 38.8 percent while incumbent 
Raymond Schloss received 429 
votes or 26.7 percent, ultimately 
losing his bid for re-election.

During the campaign, Mayor 
Koons rode his bike door to door 
in the village. “People had good 
questions and were very polite,” 
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Incumbents triumph in Orange school board race
By JULIE HULLETT

Incumbents Melanie Weltman and 
Beth Wilson-Fish captured the two 
Orange Board of Education seats up 
for grabs in the general election on 
Tuesday taking in more votes than 
first-time BOE candidate Meredith 

Bond. 

Ms. Weltman of Pepper Pike gath-

ered 3,197 votes and Mrs. Wilson-Fish 

of Moreland Hills received 2,942 while 

Dr. Bond of Hunting Valley took in 

1,109 votes, according to unofficial 
tallies from the Cuyahoga County 

Board of Elections.

This was one of the most conten-

tious races in the Chagrin Valley 

with the district’s annual state report 

card results, spending per student 

and campaign finances surfacing 
as major issues.

According to the required cam-
paign finance reports filed on Oct. 
24, Dr. Bond raised $28,900 while 
Mrs. Wilson-Fish raised $3,637 and 
Ms. Weltman raised $2,428. The 
incumbents’ campaigns were mostly 
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possible in 
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race. A7
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Voters turn out at Orange Village Hall on Tuesday to cast their ballots in a number of races including mayor, council and 
school board. Orange Village Hall is the only polling location in the village. Mayor Kathy Mulcahy, who ran unopposed, greets 
residents and chats with poll workers during the general election. 


