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Park board to appeal levy reduction 
By BRIAN DOERING 

The Geauga Park District board 
voted Monday to appeal the Geauga 
County Budget Commission’s decision 
to withhold a portion of revenue from 
the district’s 1-mill property tax levy.

The budget commission reduced 
collections on the 1-mill levy to 0.4 
mill last month after park district 

officials were unable to account 
for more than $1.9 million in the 
budget. The reduction for the levy 
approved by voters in 2012 will be 
for a one-year period.

“We quite simply think we should 
have had an opportunity to resub-
mit,” Executive Director John Oros 
said after the meeting. “Our legal 

council will work on an appeal to 
the Ohio Tax Commission.”

How far this action will be taken 
is yet to be determined.

“My understanding is their appeal 
process is through the state of Ohio 
tax commissioner. But that doesn’t 
preclude them [the park district] from 
filing some other action. That’s why I 

hesitate to predict what they will do,” 
Geauga County Auditor Charles E. 
Walder said.  “People can file lawsuits 
for any reason they want, it doesn’t 
mean that that lawsuit will prevail or 
will be heard.”

Mr. Walder is one of three mem-
bers of the budget commission.
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The best of handmade goods
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At the historical Chardon Square, shoppers could choose from about 75 vendors who were selling various handmade goods 
at the Harvest Handmade Market, a village-fair style shopping event that took place last Sunday. Pictured, crystal craftsper-
son Danielle Towey, from left, is with her daughter Eliza, a first-grader, and her son Mason, 17, both students of the West 
Geauga school district; as well as Laura Orosz of Montville, Karie Morgret of Burton and Jennifer Grubbs of Chardon.

Council approves change 
in the Maple Ridge plan
By BRIAN DOERING 

Chardon City Council last 
week approved an amendment 
to the plan for the Maple Ridge 
Planned Residential Development 
Subdivision. The 96-unit detached 
single-family subdivision will be 
located south of the intersection 
of Bass Lake Road, Lost Pond 
Parkway and South Street. 

The action during the Sept. 9 meet-
ing followed a public hearing where no 
one came forward to voice an opinion.

“The planning commission last 
month heard an application for an 
amendment to the Brooks Meadows 
PRD subdivision,” said Law 
Director Benjamin G. Chojnacki. 

“In order for the amended concept 
plan to be approved, council needs 
to hold a public hearing.”

In other business, city council 
approved a resolution accept-
ing the Geauga County Budget 
Commission’s certificate for the 
city’s 2022 tax budget of $23.3 
million, which includes the auditor’s 
office certification for renewal of the 
5.0 mill police levy which will yield 
$754,429 at 100 percent collection. 

“Council has to approve the tax rates 
recommended by the County budget 
commission,” Mr. Chojnacki said.

Collections from the current 5-mill 
levy for fire and EMS services was 

County denies elections 
board request for counsel
By ALEC SAPOLIN

Geauga County Commissioners 
on Tuesday voted 2-1 denying a 
request by the county Board of 
Elections for outside legal counsel.

The application for counsel stems 
from a disagreement between com-
missioners and the elections board 
on adequate and accessible office 
space in the $27 million build-
ing under constructed in Claridon 
Township.

Commissioners received only 
one application from Columbus-
based McTigue and Colombo LLC, 
the same agency that the board 
of elections originally requested 
for legal advice.  The application 

from the Columbus firm was $50 
cheaper than previously stated. The 
firm requested $250 per hour with 
a ceiling of $5,000. The excep-
tion to this would be if there was 
litigation, which would put the 
limit to $25,000, according to the 
application.

Commissioner Timothy Lennon 
said the county does not want to 
deny the elections board the op-
portunity to have legal advice,  but 
residents should be told why outside 
counsel is needed.

 “I don’t think they’ve presented 
the people with what this is for,” 
Mr. Lennon said.

CLASSIFIEDS, B10
EDITORIAL, A8
EDUCATION, B6
OBITUARIES, B8, 9 
RELIGION, B8
SPORTS, B1-5

INS IDE

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

News

Valley  Jaycees adopt 
new charity giving plan. A2

Orange   Candidates 
share views in BOE race.  A3

South Russell   
Turkey Trot to return. A4

Pepper Pike   Final site 
plan OK’d for synagogue. A4

Bainbridge   Residents 
to decide on renewable 
energy. A4

Solon   Culling of deer  
to begin Oct. 1. A5

Geauga  District plans 
updates to two parks. A10

Russell   Question over 
annual trash pickup. A11

Chester  Trustees accept 
annual budget. A11

Chagrin Falls  Council 
puts temporary hold on trail 
project. A11

Features

Film fest    
Documentary explores  
illegal cat trade. A13

Author   Former resident 
sets novella in Solon.  A15

Sports 

Football   Bombers open 
play with win over Eastlake 
North. B1

Soccer Lady Hawks draw 
stalemate. B3


