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Making a splash
By SUE REID

Despite a late March snowfall and 
temperatures hovering in the 20s, 
summer was alive and well at the 
Solon Community Center.

For the first time since the pan-
demic and the center’s temporary 
closure, two favorite attractions 
opened during spring break last 
week.

Open swim, which is a family 

swim utilizing the indoor pool, and 
the rock wall on the first floor of the 
center, reopened, bringing a sense of 
normalcy to every day operations, 
Recreation Director Rich Parker said.

“We are eager to get back to 
offering the community the full 
level of services we did prior to the 
pandemic,” Mr. Parker said. “We 
are very excited to open these two 
things up and will continue to look 

for ways to get our operations back 
to pre-pandemic levels.”

The open, family swim had been 
something that has always been 
offered pre-pandemic, he said. 

The closure of that activity was 
part of the various restrictions that 
took place throughout the pandemic, 
Mr. Parker continued.

“Things gradually loosened over 
time,” he said.

Like other businesses, the center 
does struggle with staffing its opera-
tions, Mr. Parker continued.

“We have diligently worked to 
resolve those issues,” he said.

Resuming open swim is what 
many members have asked for and 
look forward to, Mr. Parker added.

The indoor pool had been used 
by reservation as part of modified 
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COVID-19 pandemic brings 
challenges to senior center
By SUE REID

Despite a lift of a mask mandate 
recently for staff in all city buildings, 
the Solon Senior Center members 
represent a population with some 
unique challenges. 

“By virtue of age, our participants 
are deemed vulnerable to serious 
outcomes from COVID-19,” Jill 
Frankel, director of senior services, 
said.

The center’s 7,000 members 
range in age from 60 to over 100.

Based on guidelines set forth by 
the Centers for Disease Control, 
participants at the center on Portz 
Parkway are not required to wear 
masks when the community level 
is low or moderate, Ms. Frankel 

explained.
Mayor Edward H. Kraus recently 

lifted the mandate for city staff at 
all city-owned buildings.

“We recommend that people 
speak with their health care provider 
regarding their personal risks and 
recommendations for masking,” 
Ms. Frankel said. “Now that it is not 
required, we have some participants 
who do not wear masks and others 
who do.

“Some are still cautious yet 
comfortable participating,” she 
added. “They are excited because 
they feel safe and are able to easily 
socialize with others.”

All of the center’s pre-pandemic 

Solon rabbi has deep 
ties to war in Ukraine
By SUE REID

The eyes of the world are on the 
conflict in the Ukraine – and Solon 
Rabbi Zushe Greenberg is deeply 
connected to the plight.

That’s because for more than a 
century, Rabbi Greenberg’s family 
has had roots in Odessa, the third-
most populated city in Ukraine. 
Today, members of his family 
there are risking their own safety 
to benefit others including orphans 
as young as 6 weeks old.

From the Chabad Jewish Center 
of Solon, Rabbi Greenberg, 55, 
discussed with emotion the work 
of his sister, Chaya Wolff, and her 
husband, Rabbi Abraham Wolff. 

The couple, who run the Chabad 
of Odessa as well as several other 
buildings as part of their operation, 
including an orphanage, has had to 
flee their country with 100 children 
in tow who were in harm’s way.

They took the children, mainly 
orphans, on a bus out of the coun-
try to Germany. It was a 52-hour 
journey in the cold of night.

“It was a nightmare, but they 
made it to Germany,” Rabbi 
Greenberg said, noting that moth-
ers on the journey suffered panic 
attacks while other children were 
throwing up.

“This war, from the refugee point 
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For the first time since the pandemic, the Solon Community has opened its indoor pool to open/family swim beginning last 
week. Families of all ages took advantage of a dip in the pool during Solon Schools’ spring break despite frigid temps out-
side. Here, 7-year-old Alexandria Aseff, of Solon, enjoys the cool water.
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