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News

Region   Political sign 
thefts on the rise. A2

Orange   Schools get 
ready for hybrid learning. A2

Pepper Pike  Beech 
Brook CEO claims process 
hampered rezoning. A3

Geauga    County OKs 
$1 million in CARES funds 
for engineer’s office. A6

Gates Mills    Security 
cameras around village 
discussed.   A14

Chagrin Falls  New 
pizza eatery wants outdoor 
space. A14

Chagrin schools  
Plans in place for all-in 
learning model. A17

Elections 

11th District  Gore takes 
on incumbent Fudge. A5

Judicial race    Rick 
Bell and Wanda Jones vie 
for common pleas seat. A4

Sports 

Soccer  Lady Tigers have 
victory against Orange. B1

Golf    Players from Solon, 
Hawken and Gilmour head 
to states. B6

Tennis    Area players 
advance to districts. B7

Spirit of event
Streaming and drive-in viewing make  
11th Chagrin film festival a success 
By BARBARA CHRISTIAN

The one thing Chagrin Documentary 
Film Festival planners learned from this 
11th annual COVID-19 driven year 
is the spirit of the event has a built-in 
immunity to anything that threatens to 
shut it down.

Even as most long-standing annual 
events and traditions were put on hold 
earlier this year, CDFF folks plowed 
forward in true “show must go on” 

fashion, according to CDFF founder 
and Director Mary Ann Ponce.

The show did go on beginning Oct. 
6 and ending this past Sunday, and it 
was deemed a success.
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Bainbridge explores legality 
of sharing CARES funds
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

BAINBRIDGE — Township of-
ficials accepted the third installment 
in Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act 
money from the state 
with more than $412,000 
and are looking to po-
tential subgrantees to 
spend it before the Nov. 
20 deadline.

The township had already ac-
cepted about $56,000 in September 
and about $113,000 in July in 
CARES Act money, which they 
have placed in an established Local 
Coronavirus Relief Fund.

Fiscal Officer Janice Sugarman 
said the township is “good” for the 
first round of CARES Act funding 
and noted that officials need to get 

together to write memos 
for the “second chunk.” 
She asked if the town-
ship needs to consider 
sub-granting the money 
from the most recent 

installment, which came at the 
approval of House Bill 614, to area 
nonprofits or schools.

“[The funding] is a significant 
amount of money. My concern 
was whether or not we’d be able 

Charnas appointed to fill 
Orange Village council seat
By JULIE HULLETT

ORANGE — Council members 
appointed Alan Charnas for an 
unexpired term on Village Council. 
Mr. Charnas, 50, was sworn in at 
the council meeting on Oct. 7.

He was first appointed to council 
in June of 2019 to fill the seat of 
former Councilman Ron Barron, 
who passed away. That unexpired 
term ended on Dec. 31. Last fall, 
Mr. Charnas ran unsuccessfully for 
a full four-year term. This time, Mr. 
Charnas is filling the unexpired 
term for former Councilman Scott 
Bilsky, who recently moved to 

Pepper Pike. The 
term ends on 
Dec. 31, 2021.

“I couldn’t be 
more happy to 
be serving with 
the council that 
is currently here, 

the administration and the depart-
ment heads,” Mr. Charnas said at 
the meeting. “It makes the job on 
council so much easier to know that 
if you serve, we have such a great 
administration and such fantastic 
department heads that as a village, 
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Newbury 
trustees consider 
spending CARES 

dollars. A7

CDFF presents a 
special honor to 
WWII veterans. B6S

Documentary

Charnas

CDFF Director Mary Ann Ponce takes the stage to 
open up the festival’s award ceremony last Saturday.
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The show went on for the Chagrin Documentary Film Festival kicking off Oct. 6 and concluding over the weekend with the 
film fest’s awards ceremony.  Two attendees show their support waving flags in the back seat of a convertible as they watch 
Christian Taylor’s “The Girl Who Wore Freedom” in the Chagrin Cinemas drive-in lot last Saturday.


