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County backs historical society with tough love
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

These are trying times for ev-
eryone, and the Geauga County 
Historical Society is no exception.

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
forcing event cancellations, the 
organization’s primary source of 
revenue, President Bobbie Nichols of 
the historical society told the Geauga 
County Commissioners last week 
that her organization is “hurting a 

bit for money, and we’re trying to 
get through the end of the year.

“I think it’s a true diamond in the 
rough,” she added, “and it’s too bad 
that most of Geauga County doesn’t 
even know that we’re there.”

Ms. Nichols provided an update 
during the commissioners’ regular 
Sept. 10 meeting, outlining  plans 
to expand to better reach members 
of the public who have yet to see 

the Century Village Museum in 
Burton and its accompanying loca-
tions, hoping to raise awareness, 
and potentially funding, for needed 
repairs and upgrades for the society’s 
facilities throughout the county.

She said the society owns about 
25 buildings throughout Geauga 
County, the newest being the maple 
museum at Century Village in Burton 
and noted outside work the group 

has received for maintenance of 
those buildings.

Roof repairs are needed through-
out the county, she said, but the 
money just isn’t there due to their 
cancellation of all 2020 events, 
later adding that the county had 
reserved one of the facilities early 
on in the pandemic for potential 
patient overflow, which affected 

Trustees tie up loose 
ends on zoning code 
By BRIAN DOERING

CHESTER — Township trustees 
reviewed five new zoning amend-
ments during a public hearing last 
week and then approved the changes.

Zoning Commission members 
on Sept. 10 detailed a number of 
changes to the existing zoning code 
related to garage and estate sales, 
regulation of agriculture on lots of 
5 acres or less and other miscel-
laneous items.

Zoning amendment 2020-1 ex-
panded the list of uses that the town-
ship has no authority to prohibit, and 
adds biodiesel production, biomass 
energy production, electric or heat 
energy production and biologically 
derived methane gas production to the 
current list of “Powers Not conferred” 
to be consistent with ORC 519.21.

In 2012, an act was passed by 
the Ohio General Assembly which 
revised the Ohio Revised Code 
stating the township zoning laws 
have no authority to prohibit these 
uses under specified circumstances 
on any land.

Zoning amendment 2020-2 was 
introduced to help resolve a conflict 
in the current zoning resolution 
which infers that agriculture on 
some lots less than 5 acres is 
regulated, but the resolution does 
not contain any rules regulating 
agriculture on such lots.  In order to 
eliminate the confusion that exists 
in the current zoning resolution, 
the reference that implies that 
agriculture on lots of less than 5 
acres is regulated will be deleted.

Chardon council approves 
preliminary subdivision plan
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

CHARDON — Construction could 
begin on a new subdivision before 
the end of the year, after council last 
week authorized the city manager to 
enter into a development agreement 
with Thistlecreek Development, 
LLC for a housing plan. 

The proposed 32-home subdivi-
sion would be the first new develop-
ment in the city in 10 years. Council 
also approved the preliminary plan 
that Sommers Real Estate Group 
submitted for the development.

“This is the last step we need to 
go through to adopt the preliminary 
plan for Thistle Creek,” Chardon 
Law Director Ben Chojnacki clari-
fied. “Last month we did have a 
public hearing adopting the plan and 
there was a draft at that time and 

there was a motion to accept that 
decision, so this motion memorial-
izes last month’s decision.”

In a move to start the process 
for Geauga’s first electrical ve-
hicle charging location, council 
voted to apply for a $30,000 VW 
Environmental Mitigation Grant 
through the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency to purchase the 
station from EVunited of Dublin, 
Ohio. City Manager Randal Sharpe 
said, with the grant, it would only 
cost the city $6,000 on top of the 
cost to run electrical lines behind the 
city-owned garage at 106 Water St.

“If we do get the grant, they 
would be installed in March or 
April of next year,” Mr. Sharpe said 
at the meeting. “The benefits are it 
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Cleveland Yoga instructor Christie Gascoigne led an hour-long yoga class on Saturday at Orchard Hills Preserve in Chester 
Township. There was also a hike through the preserve before the yoga class. This class was part of the Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy’s #GetOutsideOhio campaign. This initiative allowed the conservancy to promote outdoor adventures for 
community enjoyment during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Outdoor adventure


