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Journey to Bethlehem
Families share Christmas story in drive-thru event
By SUE REID

This year, it is easy to lose sight of 

the beauty of Christmas, and that is 

something Advent Lutheran Church 

is wanting to change.

On Saturday, for about 100 cars 

filled with family members, the 

beauty of the Christmas story was 

brought to life during a drive-thru 

“Journey to Bethlehem” presented 

in the church parking lot on Harper 

Road.

“We wanted to do something 

around Christmas that was COVID-

safe but also faith-based,” Dana 

Lewis, wife of church Pastor Jim 

Lewis and the church’s Family Life 

minister, explained.

Volunteers donning biblical cos-

tumes presented the story of the 

season, complete with shepherds, 

Caesar Augustus, Mary and Joseph, 

the wisemen, angels – and even 

Santa Claus.

Characters spoke on a microphone 

and engaged the participants in the 

story, encouraging them to visit 

each station. Each shared a dialogue 

about their particular character, Mrs. 

Lewis explained.

For example, shepherds gathered 

around a campfire in one of the 

stations, with another including 

Local restaurateurs giving 
wings to new-concept eatery
By SUE REID

Solon Planning Commission 

members last week gave the OK 

for a site plan for Birdigo, a new 

chicken restaurant planned for 

32975 Aurora Road in the location 

of the former Mama Jo’s Pizza. A 

longtime staple pizzeria in the city, 

Mama Jo’s Pizza closed in this 

location more than two years ago.

City Council added its approval 

Monday.

Birdigo, at 32975 Aurora Road 

and slated to open in February, is the 

brainchild of 56 Kitchen co-owners 

Izzy Schachner and Jay Leitson and 

Imperial Wok co-owners Michael 

DuBois and Adam Kemelhar.

Birdigo will feature a variety of 

chicken, such as Nashville fried, ro-

tisserie, housemade chicken fingers, 
and more. The chicken featured at 

the carryout and delivery eatery will 

be coupled with 15 sauces developed 

from scratch and in-house.

“We want to take over the pizza 

shop and put in one of our latest and 

greatest concepts,” Mr. Schachner 

said. It will be well-sourced food with 

well-sourced ingredients, he added.

“It is a chicken shop for the most 

part, but not exclusively chicken,” 

he continued. 

Liberty Ford appeals zoning 
mandate to repair parking lot
By SUE REID

Liberty Ford last week appealed 

one of 12 zoning violations involv-

ing needed repairs to the parking 

lot at its vacant property on Aurora 

Road in Solon.

During a Planning Commission 

session, the Solon Board of Zoning 

Appeals reviewed the appeal of a 

violation outlined in an October cor-

respondence to the dealership from 

Zoning Inspector Steve Galaska 

who noted large potholes and gravel 

in the parking lot.

Attorneys Patrick O’Hara and 

Mallory Alverson told the appeals 

board that while the dealership made 

necessary corrections regarding 

the majority of the 12 violations, 

the area in question no longer falls 

under the definition of a parking lot 
and Liberty Ford should not have 

to pay for repairs. 

“There is no business activity 

occurring on the premises,” said 

Mallory Alverson, of the Wickens, 

Herzer and Panza law firm. There 
is no storage of vehicles, he said, 

both of which fall under the city’s 

definition of a parking lot in the 
zoning code.

In August, Liberty Ford worked in 

conjunction with the city in erecting 
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Taking part in a Journey to Bethlehem, presented last Saturday at Advent Lutheran Church, were, from left, volunteers Isaac 
Lewis, William Burchard, Anna Burchard and Hannah Lewis. The Christmas story was presented in a drive-thru format in the 
church parking lot, drawing about 100 families.
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