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Northeast Ohio seeing good growing season 
By BRIAN DOERING 

Across Northeast Ohio and the 
state, crops have seen a good growing 
season this spring and summer de-
spite a dismal 2019. Last year, heavy 
rainfall and colder temperatures hurt 

farmers struggling to plant their 
crops, but this year timely rain and 
warm temperatures have benefited 
area growers, according to experts.  

The growing season did have its 
moments. Robert Sage of Sage’s 
Apples in Chardon said despite 

some dry periods throughout the 
summer, he was able to irrigate the 
sweet corn crop and expects two or 
three more weeks of picking as long 
as there is no frost.  

“There was very severe frost back 
in April and we escaped that, we 

really didn’t have any damage to 
apples or peaches,” said Mr. Sage, 
who grows a variety of fruits and 
vegetables. “We are just finishing up 
a peach crop, a lot of apple picking 
the next two months.”  

Bentleyville opposes link 
to Metroparks horse trail
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

B E N T L E Y V I L L E  —  T h e 
Cleveland Metroparks is looking 
to install yellow LED lights on both 
sides of the Solon Road bridge in 
the village to caution drivers ap-
proaching the equestrian crossing. 
Village Council members, however, 
say the nearby park reservation is 
taking over the village’s community 
park and are opposed to the instal-
lation of the lights.

But the issue is deeper than 
blinking lights, as Councilwoman 
Kathleen Esposito explained the 
village park parking lot is often 
taken over by horse trailers from 
Metropark visitors, taking space 

away from residents to enjoy their 
community green space.

The South Chagrin Reservation 
of the Cleveland Metroparks is 
located in Bentleyville, Solon 
and Moreland Hills, with one of 
the entrances to the reservation 
by the Solon Road bridge near 
Bentleyville Village Hall. 

The Metroparks system is 
proposing an all-purpose trail 
to go through the Bentleyville 
Community Park and have most 
recently requested the installation 
of a horse crosswalk on Solon Road 
from their park into the village 
park, which would include flashing 

Heavy rain points to need for 
stormwater system upgrade 
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — Mayor Richard 
Bain said that the city will look at 
a program to replace some parts of 
its stormwater infrastructure due 
to the increasing number 
of heavy rains and the 
resulting floods. Parts of 
the current stormwater 
system were built for a 
10-year-storm, he said, 
and the city has experi-
enced 100-year-storms over the 
last few years.

The most recent storm took place 
on Labor Day when the city’s rain 
gauges indicated 4 inches to 5 
inches of water over six hours. 
Multiple streets in the city were 

closed due to high water, including 
parts of Brainard Circle, Gates Mills 
Boulevard, Fairmount Boulevard, 
Lander Road, South Woodland 
Road and Pinetree Road. For the 
first time, the Service Department 

ran out of high water 
signs.

“We are going to be 
looking at a program 
where we’re going to be 
looking to replace, in both 
spot areas and perhaps for 

longer stretches, our stormwater 
system,” Mayor Bain said last 
week.  “There really seems to be 
little alternative to this. These 
storms are not going away.”

Bainbridge 
residents 

upset about 
flooded 

streets. A6
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The Gates Mills Garden Club held its biennial flower show last week at the garden club’s cottage and barn on Chagrin River 
Road. This year’s theme was “Into the Wild” and included various categories for petite designs with fresh plants. Above, 
Flower Show Chair Barb Schuh holds a design by Barb Bletcher. It was entered in the “Zippity-Zoo-Da” category. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s flower show was not open to the public.

Gazing into the wild!


