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Officer reaching out 
to children through 
DARE program
By SUE REID

Two weeks into the school year and Solon 
Schools’ DARE officer Joann Felton is already 
building bridges.

“COVID resulted in more issues with social 
interaction,” she explained, with students spend-
ing the majority of last year learning remotely 
and not seeing one another on a day-to-day basis 
in the classroom.

In addition to the DARE curriculum and book 
work associated with it, Mrs. Felton, who has 
been leading the DARE program for the past 
decade in Solon, is doing simple “get to know 
you” activities in an effort for kids to communicate 
again and feel comfortable to share.

“It’s much more than talking about the dangers 
of drugs,” she said of the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education curriculum. 

It also explores and helps find solutions to such 
issues as social anxiety, stress, depression and 
how to connect with people, things brought to 
an even greater light after last year’s shut-down 
due to the pandemic.

“Obviously, we want to get the message out 
about the dangers of drug addiction, but also to 
look at the social piece – how do we get kids to 
talk to one another and grown-ups and get along.”

She said they have spent more than a year in 
their “comfort place,” meaning home, and so 
things have changed so much since returning.

Last year, like other classes, the DARE program 
was presented virtually and then in a hybrid 
fashion. The delivery of the message didn’t 
change, but the times did, she said.

“COVID resulted in more issues with social 

Former band 
director faces 
additional  
felony charge 
By SUE REID

Upon the discovery of an additional victim, 
another indictment was made against former 
Solon High School band director Edward L. 
Kline, according to the Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Mr. Kline, 51, initially was indicted by a 
Cuyahoga County grand jury last September. 
With the new indictment, the Stow resident 
faces one additional count of gross sexual 
imposition, a fourth-degree felony, bringing 
the total count to 19.

Mr. Kline pleaded not guilty to the latest 
count, as well as the other 18, according to 
court records. His first trial is at 9 a.m. Sept. 20. 

It is still being determined which of the 10 
alleged victims the state will proceed with first 
in court, said Tyler Sinclair, public information 
officer with the prosecutor’s office.

The latest victim resulting in the re-indict-
ment was in the age range of 14-15 years old 
at the time of the alleged crimes, which took 
place between Aug. 1 and Dec. 31, 2011, 
according to the indictment.

Mr. Kline’s alleged victims range in age from 
12-18, according to the 10-page indictment, 
with the alleged crimes spanning from 2003 
to 2014.

Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Judge 
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City plans 
$26.9 million 
in projects for 
next year
By SUE REID

Solon city officials got their first look at a 
preliminary 2022 infrastructure project list, 
amounting to about $26.9 million in projects.

City Engineer John J. Busch presented 
for City Council’s Public Works committee 
last week the first look at the list of projects 
by priority, some of which were carryovers 
from 2021.

By city ordinance, a quarter percent of the 
city’s income tax collections is directed to the 
infrastructure fund.

On average, the city spends anywhere be-
tween $15 million and $20 million annually 
on road work.

They budgeted about $20 million for this 
year’s work.

Some of the top ticket priority one projects 
budgeted for 2022 include the Solon Road 
reconstruction, from Aurora to Bainbridge 
roads, at $2.65 million and phase one of the 
Aurora Road reconstruction at about $6.66 
million. That total project amount is $10 
million.

Other priority projects include the Aurora 
Road reconstruction Phase 1 utility relocation 
at $400,000; the Miles Road retaining wall 

Photo by Michael Steinberg

The importance of a Drug Abuse Resistance Education continues in earnest at the 
Solon City School District, where Officer Joann Felton leads the program for the 
past decade. The lessons as part of the DARE curriculum address many things stu-
dents face in light of the pandemic, including isolation and anxiety, among others.

“Obviously we want to get the message out about the 

dangers of drug addiction, but also to look at the social 

piece — how do we get kids to talk to one another and 

grown-ups and get along.” — Solon Schools’ DARE officer Joann Felton
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