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Chagrin council ponders lighting falls year-round 
By BARBARA CHRISTIAN

CHAGRIN FALLS — Should the 
natural falls and the Main Street 
dam be illuminated every evening 
throughout the year to draw attention 
to the village’s famous landmarks 
or will such an initiative turn the 
downtown into the Las Vegas strip?

Those were the differing opinions 

of Chagrin Falls Village Council 
members on Monday when the light-
ing issue came up for discussion.

Lighting the falls and possibly 
the dam is the idea of downtown 
businessman Rick Doody of Hunting 
Valley  owner of the recently opened 
17 River Grille restaurant, formerly 
Jekyll’s Kitchen, located next to 

the falls.
Mr. Doody was on the Monday 

meeting agenda to present his plan 
but was not in the virtual meeting 
audience when the item came up for 
council review. 

Council, led by its President 
Erinn Grube, agreed to talk about 
it anyway. 

“It is an interesting idea but should 
be a community decision and we 
have to be sure we do it right,” she 
said adding concerns of light pollu-
tion, direction of the lights and into 
whose property the light would also 
illuminate.
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Confusion in Woodmere over 
cost, delay of sidewalk project
By JULIE HULLETT

Residents of Woodmere and 
elected officials in neighboring 
Orange Village are questioning the 
future of a long awaited sidewalk 
project on Brainard Road.

Woodmere  ha s  r ece ived 
$265,000 in grant funding, but 
Village Council tabled the ordi-
nance. There is confusion among 
the Woodmere administration and 
council members about the project’s 
scope and cost, which seems to 
stem from an application submitted 
by grant writer McCaulley and 
Company.

Woodmere Village officials 
have discussed building a 6-foot-
wide sidewalk on the west side of 
Brainard Road from the municipal 

boundary with Orange north to 
Chagrin Boulevard. This would 
connect the recreational trails in 
Orange to the main thoroughfare 
in Woodmere.

Woodmere Engineer Ed Hren 
confirmed that trails and sidewalks 
are considered the same.

Woodmere Mayor Ben Holbert 
hired Justin McCaulley to apply for 
a $50,000 community development 
supplemental grant from Cuyahoga 
County and a $200,000 grant from 
the state capital budget, which is 
administered through the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources. 
The village received the $50,000 
grant and $215,000 from the capital 
budget. Mr. Hren estimated that 

County backs historical 
society with tough love
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

These are trying times for ev-
eryone, and the Geauga County 
Historical Society is no exception.

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
forcing event cancellations, the 
organization’s primary source of 
revenue, President Bobbie Nichols 
of the historical society told the 
Geauga County Commissioners 
last week that her organization 
is “hurting a bit for money, and 
we’re trying to get through the 
end of the year.

“I think it’s a true diamond in the 
rough,” she added, “and it’s too bad 
that most of Geauga County doesn’t 
even know that we’re there.”

Ms. Nichols provided an update 
during the commissioners’ regular 

Sept. 10 meeting, outlining  plans 
to expand to better reach members 
of the public who have yet to see 
the Century Village Museum in 
Burton and its accompanying 
locations, hoping to raise aware-
ness, and potentially funding, for 
needed repairs and upgrades for 
the society’s facilities throughout 
the county.

She said the society owns about 
25 buildings throughout Geauga 
County, the newest being the maple 
museum at Century Village in 
Burton and noted outside work the 
group has received for maintenance 
of those buildings.

Roof  repa i rs  a re  needed 
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The Moreland Hills Police Department hosted its 
annual Community Kids Fishing Day on Saturday with 
social distancing guidelines in place. Above, Grace 
Haines, 9, of Chagrin Falls is hoping for a lucky catch. 
Police Chief Kevin Wyant and Lt. Todd Dietzel said 
that the event was well attended throughout the day and 
families had staggered time slots to go fishing. There 
was a morning and afternoon session, and all equipment 
was sanitized between the two sessions. Lt. Dietzel 
said that kids caught various types of fish, including 
smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, bluegill and catfish.
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