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Creator puts unique spin on studio
By SUE REID

The gift of a sewing machine as 
a young girl sparked the entrepre-
neurial spirit in Solon resident Kalli 
Rae Sternberg.

“I have always loved fashion,” 
Ms. Sternberg, 24, recalled.

In fact, as a young child, she would 
do “crazy things” with clothes, she 
described, put feathers in her hair and 
had a love of all things whimsical.

“I would make myself clothes,” 
she said upon receiving a sewing 
machine from her parents Nancy 
and David in the eighth grade. Her 
creations included bell bottom pants 
among other flowery pieces.

It was around sophomore year 
at Solon High School that Ms. 
Sternberg began making clothes 
for others, beginning what would 
be her first very own business Kalli 

Rae’s Clothing, selling through word 
of mouth and doing photo shoots in 
her parent’s Solon home.

“I was hustling,” Ms. Sternberg 
said. “It was a nice little business 
for me.”

Upon graduation from Solon High 
School in 2013, the lifelong resident 
still had her clothing line which 
was gaining momentum out west. 
Celebrities like Jordyn Woods wore 

her clothes, which Ms. Sternberg 
described as “hippy gypsy style.”

A desire to pursue her business full 
time led her to drop out of Kent State 
University and head to California, 
where she soon realized the lifestyle 
and the business of clothing design-
ing was not for her.

“The industry was cut throat,” she 
explained, and she could not create 
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Kalli Rae Sternberg, center, gives instructions to, from left, Ayla Wolf, 4, Chelsea Hall, 4, Hailey Rokoff, 4, and  Caleb Rokoff, 
6, for an art project at a birthday party at her Station Street KALLIRAES Creative Studio in Solon. The studio was born in June 
after Ms. Sternberg’s, 24, return from the “cut-throat” fashion industry in California.

Key SOM location being 
readied for new tenant
By SUE REID

Land that once was a restaurant 
site on Solon’s main drag on SOM 
Center Road near Station Street 
may soon see new life.

Solon City Council at their last 
meeting approved an ordinance 
authorizing the mayor to enter into 
an agreement with 6372 SOM LLC 
under the Growth Revitalization 
Incentive Program.

The city paid property owner 
Steve Passov of the Passov Group 
$15,000 through a one-time grant to 
go toward a portion of the demoli-
tion cost for the building that had 
housed a number of restaurants 
over the years with the last, Dino’s 
Restaurant, closing in 2012.

“The property owner is preparing 
the site for a new tenant, potentially 

a restaurant,” said Angee Shaker, 
the city’s director of business 
development. 

There are plans to rebuild on the 
parcel, and Mr. Passov has been in 
talks with a specific restaurant but 
does not want to disclose the name 
at this time, she said.

A new tenant could be in place 
by either 2020 or 2021. Thus far, 
the property owner has invested 
$50,000 in demolishing the build-
ing on site. Once the restaurant 
portion of land is secured and a 
water retention system installed, 
an investment of at least $1 million 
will be realized, Ms. Shaker said. 

 “We’re helping move this along 
so a deal can be reached,” she said. 
“This is a very high traffic area in 
the center of town and it is of great 

School drama club stages 
Greek myths with humor
By SUE HOFFMAN

Solon High School freshman 
Michael Nimrick has loved Greek 
mythology for as long as he can 
remember, and he enjoyed learning 
about it in school. Yet playing an 
unconventional Hephaestus, Hector 
and Odysseus’s dog in “The Iliad, the 
Odyssey and all of Greek Mythology 
in 99 Minutes or Less” requires more 
than book knowledge, he reflected.

“There’s acting, timing, lines to 
learn,” Michael, 14, said about his 
first onstage experience with the 
Solon High School Drama Club. 

He and the other cast members 
must also utilize their sense of humor, 
impromptu skills and facility for quick 
role changes in this feverishly paced 
farce, which runs from Nov. 21 to 24 
in the high school auditorium.

In the play by Jay Hopkins and 
John Hunter, the clock is ticking as 
myths are retold in a hilarious manner. 
Hephaestus, the son of Zeus and Hera 
and the patron god of all artisans, 
is transformed into “a big softy,” 
quipped Michael about one of his 
roles in the show. While he wields 
a hammer on stage, “Hephaestus is 
married to Aphrodite, the goddess 
of beauty, and he does whatever she 
asks him to do.”

Michael also portrays Hector, 
the Trojan prince and warrior who 
fights Achilles, the Greek hero of 
the Trojan War. “I come back as 
Odysseus’ dog. There’s a big dog 
monologue. It’s a lot of fun.”

Kendal Wilson, a senior who played 
one of the “silly girls” fawning over 
Gaston in “Beauty and the Beast” on 
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