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Police looking for video of teen punching officer
By MICHELE COLLINS

Solon Police are looking for video 
of disorderly juveniles from Saturday 
night’s Home Days incident, when 
one juvenile allegedly punched a 
Solon police officer, and another 
resisted arrest.

According to Solon Police 
Department Public Information 

Officer Lt. William Vajdich, “if anyone 
has video of these incidents, they can 
reach out to me or the Solon Police 
Department.”

Lt. Vajdich said that a group of 
juveniles numbering 30 to 40 had been 
involved in a variety of disorderly 
incidents throughout the evening.  In 
one case, a 16 year old from South 

Euclid attempted to “knock or push 
one of the bicycle officers off of his 
bike,” and then “10 or more kids 
circled the officer and were yelling 
and being disorderly, so other officers 
were called to the area.”

According to Lt. Vajdich, there 
were 11 police officers assigned to 
security at the Home Days event on 

Saturday night. 
The 16 year old was eventually 

detained by officers, and was released 
to parents or guardians as is the custom 
for juvenile offenders. 

The juvenile will then be charged 
by the Juvenile Court system at a 
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The 2022 Solon Home Days ended with a spectacular fireworks show, a unique ending made possible because of the city’s 
previously-cancelled Independence Day fireworks show. See pages A8-A9 for more photos and continued coverage from this 
year’s festival, which was highlighted by a perfect weather weekend.

Home Days
Perfect weather set stage for near-perfect 
weekend featuring family-friendly events

By MICHELE COLLINS

It started with a picture-perfect 
weather forecast that did not disap-
point. Solon Home Days had sun 
and low humidity for all three days, 
July 29-31, meaning Solonites and 
visitors from surrounding areas came 
out in droves.

“We were so excited to see the park 
packed for the Friday night movie,” 

said Tracy Sullivan, Director of 
Community and Cultural Enrichment 
for the city. “We really had great 
attendance all weekend.”

Home Days, which has taken more 
of a community-focus over the last 
couple of years, had no real “rides,” 
but did include free entrance to a 
variety of bounce houses and bounce 
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Solon residents finish as runners-up in 5K; mayor, councilman tie
By MICHELE COLLINS

Solonites might not have finished 
first in the Solon Home Days 5K 
race, but they certainly finished 
best, with both the second male and 
second female crossing the finish 
line hailing from Solon, and the 
much anticipated race between Solon 
Mayor Edward Kraus and Ward 1 
Councilman Macke Bentley ending 

in a tie, hands clasped in a show of 
solidarity.

Matt McConnell of Wadsworth 
finished first for the men and Leah 
Steele of Brecksville finished first 
for the women, but it was Drew 
Kushnick of Solon, age 35, who 
crossed the finish line in a close 
second.  

He had no time to talk as he headed 
back to the racecourse to find his 

wife Stephanie who was pushing the 
couple’s two children in a running 
stroller. 

“I used to want to finish the race 
pushing the stroller, but now I am 
grateful to have Drew come and 
help,” laughed Stephanie.  She 
added that the family’s races were 
not over, as both Eve, age 5 ½ and 
Brooke, age 3, were participating in 
the kids Donut Dash which stepped 

off at 9a.m.
Fourteen-year-old Solon resident  

Camryn Cayne crossed the finish 
line second among all females and 
finished first in her age group. 

 The multi-sport athlete, who 
competes in cross country, basket-
ball and track for Solon and will 
be playing soccer at Solon High 
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