
Chardon Township reduces 
spending with revenue drops
By COLLIN CUNNNGHAM

Chardon Township Fiscal Officer 
Ilona Daw-Krizman told trustees 
last week that she pinpointed 
$35,000 in the township’s spending 
plan that could be delayed.

More trimming is possible, she 
said during the May 20 trustee 
meeting, once she meets with Road 
Department Superintendent John 
Wascho later in the week.

The cuts will be helpful during 
the coronavirus pandemic when 
communities are expecting a sharp 
reduction in revenues since the 
state was shut down for more than 
nine weeks.

“I’m just going to take all my line 
items and cut them by 3 percent, 
so it usually doesn’t really affect 
me,” Mr. Washco said by phone 
after the meeting. “I usually have 

a couple hundred thousand dollars 
of carryover every year.”

Large weather events, like the 
rainstorm last week, could impact 
the department’s spending, Mr. 
Washco, he said. “We can handle 
3 to 4 inches in a week. It’s when 
you get 2 to 3 [inches] in a couple 
hours’ time” that makes a difference. 
With the hills around the township, 
he said, “once it gets roaring it really 
tears us up. It sets us back.”

In other business, trustees dis-

cussed but made no final decision 
on when the township should spread 
mulch around the playground at 
Chardon Township Park on Auburn 
Road.

Trustees said they will apply for a 
grant that Mrs. Daw-Krizman found 
for playground safety materials to 

Glitch in survey mailing 
comes at cost to Chester
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

CHESTER — More than 800 
residents did not receive the com-

munity questionnaire seeking input 
on the township’s future due to 
problems with the mailing list, 
trustees confirmed during a special 
meeting on Tuesday.

Questionnaires will have to again 
be mailed out to those households, 
officials said, costing the township 
more money. 

Trustee Ken Radtke said during 
a meeting last week that Weekley’s 
Mailing Service of Berea sent the 
questionnaires out on May 1 to 
4,007 addresses. About 140 were 
returned because the persons no 
longer lived at the address.  Upon 
further review, township officials 
found that 813 residents did not 
receive the questionnaire, he added.

This is the result of Weekley’s 
purchasing a third-party commercial 
list, Trustee Joe Mazzurco said, 
expressing some discontent with the 
service, as well as some gaps in the 
township’s record-keeping process. 
“You’d think, as the professionals, 
they would ask more questions of 
us,” he said. 

On Tuesday, trustees agreed to 
pay Weekley’s an additional $1,300 
to print and mail questionnaires 
to residents who did not initially 
receive one. Trustees in April ap-

proved a contract with Weekley’s 
Mailing Service for $5,685 to cover 
printing, preparing, mailing and 
postage for the questionnaires.

Trustee Walter “Skip” Claypool 
on Tuesday took issue with the 
follow-up payment and said that 
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Search begins for groups to take over theater
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM 

Chardon’s ad hoc theater com-

mittee will soon move forward with 
hearing proposals from different 
local arts organizations who want to 
use the spaces that the Geauga Lyric 
Theater Guild formerly occupied at 
101 and 106 Water Street in Chardon.

The decision came after the 

committee met on May 12 and 
asked Chardon Councilwoman 
Heather Means to head the panel.  
“We talked about how we should 
go about deciding the future of 
the space,” Ms. Means said. “The 
number is at nine individuals or 
organizations who reached out, who 
are interested in the space. So one 

of the things we have to decide is 
how we want to utilize the space.”

The list of groups that have ex-

pressed interest in using the spaces, 
which include a full stage and seating 
at 101 Water Street, range from 
Thrive Performing and Visual Arts 
of Streetsboro to Chardon Park and 
Recreation Director Adam Rogers. 

Ms. Means said there is talk of hold-

ing yoga classes and square dancing 
lessons indoors at the 106 address 
during the winter months.

“Being able to have a space that 
can be utilized in bad weather, 
cold weather, is important too,” 
Ms. Means said. “The one thing 
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Chester Township resident Mike Jarrett tucks an American flag into his shirt as he observes the Memorial Day ceremony at 
Chester Cemetery Monday.  Residents were welcomed to attend the township’s dedication that included words from Chester 
Township Trustee Ken Radtke Jr. and 95-year-old World War II Veteran Robert Somrak, both not pictured. The ceremony also 
included a salute with the Chester Township Fire Department. 


