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Art Palette
Chagrin Falls 
Historical Society & 
Museum, 87 E. Washington 
St. in Chagrin Falls: Christmas 
exhibit, “Under the Tree: 
A Celebration of Gifts for 
Children,” on display through 
Jan. 25 during holiday hours. 
Free admission. Donations 
accepted. Information: 
ChagrinHistorical.org.

Chagrin Arts, 88 N. 
Main St. in Chagrin Falls: 
Exhibit, “Rose of the Winds,” 
by Greggory Hill on display 
through March 13. Free 
and open to the public. 
Information: 440-247-9700.

Music Notes
Hamlet Atrium, 200 
Hamlet Hills Drive in Chagrin 
Falls: Dan Zola Orchestra 
and vocalist Dianne Palmer 
perform at 3 p.m. on Feb. 
19. Cocktails and appetizers 
available. Information and 
RSVP: 440-247-4676.

Stage Lines
Geauga Lyric 
Theater Guild, 101 
Water St. in Chardon: The 
Theater Guild presents “She 
Loves Me” Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Jan. 31 
through Feb. 16. Tickets are 
$18 for adults, $15 for seniors 
and students and $10 for 
children 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-285-7701.

Celebration 
Lutheran Church, 
10621 Auburn Road in Chardon: 
Curtain 440 presents “Suessical, 
Jr.”  Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
through Feb. 2. Information: 
Angela@curtain440.com.

Chagrin Valley Little 
Theatre, 40 River St. in 
Chagrin Falls: Joe DiPietro’s 
“Art of Murder” runs Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
through Feb. 8. One matinee 
performance will be Jan. 26 at 
2 p.m. Information: www.CVLT.
org or 440-247-8955.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our new e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.
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Jeff Meyers works on a cutting-edge ice sculpture at Frozen Fest, a free family event at the West Woods Nature Center 
in Russell and Newbury townships this past Sunday, as snow fell throughout the day. Frozen Fest offered something for 
everyone, including a guest appearance by a winter snowman, ice princesses and a reindeer herder, reindeer, sled dogs, 
snowshoeing and more.

Geauga deputies probing 
armed robberies in stores
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

The Geauga County Sheriff’s 
Office is investigating two reported 
armed robberies this past week in 
opposite ends of the county.

The sheriff’s office reported that 
the Parkman BP station in Parkman 
Township and the Dollar General 
Store in Chardon Township were 
held up about three hours apart 
on Jan. 18. In both robberies, the 
gunman used a black and silver 
handgun and was dressed in gray.

Police are investigating whether 
the two incidents are connected.

Workers at the BP station reported 
that a man wearing a ski mask 
entered the store shortly before 4 
p.m. Brandishing the gun, the man 
ordered everyone to get on the floor.

Witnesses reported that the rob-
bery was over in about 40 seconds. 
The gunman left through the front 
door and drove away in a white 
SUV.

The sheriff’s office notified the 
Warren post of the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol and the Trumbull 
County Sheriff ’s Department.  
Although the state troopers believed 
they had spotted a vehicle matching 
the description, it was not the one 
involved in the robbery.

The amount taken was not 
disclosed.

Police were still gathering 
evidence Monday related to the 
burglary.

Around 7:15 p.m., a gunman 

Turn to Office on Page 2

Winter wonderland 

Residents question impact of 
a housing variance proposal 
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

AUBURN –– After the Board 
of Zoning Appeals unanimously 
denied several variance requests 
from Redwood USA, LLC in a 
standing room only meeting last 
week, longtime resident Dee Belew 
questioned procedures, noting the 
lack of trustees’ involvement and 
public notification.

Auburn trustees met for their 
regular meeting Monday and gave 
no remarks about the requests that 
filled Adam Hall on Jan. 14 until Ms. 
Belew, a former township Zoning 
Commission member, called for 
further discussion during the public 
comment period.

Trustee Patrick J. Cavanagh said 
that while the matter was closed and 

was not related to the trustees, they 
could “certainly give a recap.” He 
briefly explained that the real estate 
company requested several vari-
ances for the proposed development 
of residential attached dwellings, 
which the zoning appeals board 
unanimously denied.

According to the township’s 
public hearing notice, Redwood 
requested variances on prohibited 
uses, minimum dwelling unit areas, 
building setback requirements and 
riparian setback requirements on 
seven parcels of land at the southeast 
corner of Ravenna Road (Route 44) 
and Route 422, B-3 and B-4 shop-
ping and business zoning districts.

The plans for the dwelling show 
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Chardon to challenge county office move
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Plans  by  Geauga  Coun ty 
Commissioners to move their and 
other county offices out of the city 
of Chardon is likely to be legally 
challenged by the city of Chardon.

In a letter Tuesday to Geauga 
County Prosecutor James Flaiz, 
attorneys for the city stated their legal 

case for opposing the county’s plans.
Commissioners are expected to hire 

a manager at risk for the project this 
week that will entail moving the com-
missioners’ offices, the title division of 
the clerk of courts, the board of elections 
and county health district to a site in 
Claridon Township off Merritt Road.

The city contends that would 

violate Ohio law.
“The decision to remove all of the 

county commissioner’s offices from the 
county seat is unlawful and not authorized 
by the Ohio Revised Code,”said attorney 
Stephen Funk, with Roetzel and Andress 
LPA, an Akron firm hired by the city.

“On behalf of the city of Chardon, 
therefore, I am writing to place you and 

the county commissioners on notice 
that the city objects to the proposed 
relocation of the commissioners’ of-
fices from the county seat, and believes 
that it is not lawfully permitted under 
Ohio law,” Mr. Funk wrote.

Mr. Funk wrote that Chardon has 
long been the county seat of Geauga 


