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Sandwich engineer, local  

restaurateur earns grand prize
By SUE REID

Bainbridge resident Andrea 
Ward knows sandwiches. In fact, 
long before gourmet sandwiches 
were trending, Ms. Ward made a 
discovery.

“Interesting condiments are 
important,” she said. So, instead 
of ordinary mayonnaise, Ms. Ward 
would top chicken sandwiches or 
salmon club sandwiches with her 
own basil/parmesan mayo, for 
example. 

Her turkey clubs would be not be 
your usual, either, with her creations 
accompanied by gorgonzola, avo-
cado and bacon. Ms. Ward’s tuna 
salads instead were curried tuna 
salads, with fresh seared ahi tuna, 

never canned.
“I was on the cutting edge of 

those sandwiches,” Ms. Ward, now 
69, recalled.

She attributes that to her time 
spent over 40 years ago living in 
New York, where she worked for 
a catering company in Manhattan.

Even before that, as a child in her 
native New Jersey, she would watch 
her father, a butcher of Ukrainian 
descent, bring home cuts of meat 
that would perfect a variety of 
recipes, with him and her Italian 
mother centering just about every 
occasion around food.

“My dad was always involved 
in food,” she said. “A lot of ethnic 
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The Chagrin Valley Jaycees’ annual Lighting of the Greens drew hundreds to downtown Chagrin Falls on Friday for the time-
honored event which included a Santa parade and a visit with Santa at Township Hall, among other family-friendly activities. 
The lighting was the highlight of the night, enjoyed by attendees of all ages.

Playground plans advance with 17-member committee
By SUE REID

The Village of Chagrin Falls is 

moving another step closer regarding 

a design for a new playground for 

Riverside Park, with a 17-member 

citizen committee named and poised to 

meet for the first time tonight (Dec. 1).

The committee members, who will 
meet virtually at 7 p.m., will be charged 
with narrowing down the proposals to 
the top three, with the final decision 
on design made by Village Council.

 Through the Request for Proposal 
process, the village received seven 
submissions for playground designs.

 The committee includes representa-
tives from 10 community organi-
zations, including the PTOs of all 
four Chagrin Falls schools: Gurney 
Elementary School, Chagrin Falls 
Intermediate School, Chagrin Falls 
Middle School and Chagrin Falls High 
School. The village’s beautification 

committee, Chagrin Falls Tiger Prep, 
Chagrin Falls Dad’s Cub, Chagrin 
Valley Jaycees, Chagrin Valley 
Recreation Center and Chagrin Falls 
Historical Society also are represented.

 Citizen committee members 
are all residents of Chagrin Falls. 

Levy discussion on horizon 
for Chagrin Falls schools
By SUE REID

Over the next couple of years, 
the Chagrin Falls Exempted Village 
Schools will begin the discussions 
of when to ask voters for additional 
levies – and for how much.

That message was part of a 
presentation to the Board of 
Education recently by Treasurer 
Ashley Brudno as part of a five-year 
forecast, a routine practice done 
biannually as part of requirements 
set forth by the Ohio Department 
of Education.

“In the next couple of years, we 
will start that conversation,” Ms. 
Brudno said, noting that the last 
levy passed by Chagrin voters was 
in 2020 for 3.85 mills. It was no 

new tax because there were 3.85 
mills of bond millage falling off 
that year. That levy generates about 
$2.2 million annually.

“We promised four years (until 
we would present another levy), and 
we will certainly meet that promise 
or exceed it,” she noted.

She began by stating that a five-
year forecast is an estimate. “It 
represents what we know now,” she 
said. “Circumstances in Ohio school 
finance are constantly changing.”

Ms. Brudno also noted that this 
five-year forecast only incorporates 
the general fund of the district and 
does not include any other funds, such 
as special grant funds, for example.
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