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News

Solon 
Attention young playwrights: 
submit your work 
by Jan. 20 A2

Solon 
From yoga to financial 
literacy, Solon high school 
students to enjoy new 
courses A2

Chagrin Falls 
Hamlet’s happy hour 
encourages residents to 
form friendships A3

Solon 
Solon Community Center 
opens doors to new, 
improved you A7

Solon 
Lynne Hutchinson brings 
fun, creativity to Solon 
school kitchens A10

Solon 
Kirk Eichelberger returns 
to inspire Music in Motion 
students A11

Chardon 
Ravenwood’s programs, 
facilities under review A13

Sports

Basketball Hawks’ 
basketball reverses the 
tempo to defeat Tigers B1

Swimming Comet 
swimming sweeps 
Wildcats, stays unbeaten in 

dual meets B3

Wrestling Solon 
wrestling takes down Perry 
in dual meet opener B6
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Hunting Valley resident Sally Sears has held a decades-long affinity for the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, where 
she currently serves as chair of its board of directors. In addition to major contributions along with her husband Larry to the 
museum on Wade Oval, Mrs. Sears’ impact spans numerous roles, including taking part in the design and development of the 
museum’s new galleries. She is pictured here observing the otters in the Ralph Perkins II Wildlife Center and Woods Garden.

Storm closes shops, 
keeps crews on duty
By SUE REID

Chagrin Falls service crews 
took to the roads beginning at 3 
a.m. Friday to battle the highly 
anticipated winter storm, while 
some downtown merchants closed 
on one of the biggest shopping days 
of the year.

 Glass Asylum owner Chris 
Crimaldi said following the storm 
that he made the decision to close 
his West Orange Street business by 
about 9:30 Friday morning, despite 
80 workshops scheduled for the day.

“We called them all to cancel,” 

he said. “We probably lost $7,000 
in revenue, which is a big deal.” He 
was counting on that revenue for 
such things as end-of-year raises, 
Mr. Crimaldi said. But the safety 
of his 14 employees, some who 
commute to Chagrin Falls from Kent 
and Akron, came first, he said. “The 
roads were so nasty, and I didn’t 
want anyone getting in an accident.”

 All of the customers who had 
workshops scheduled that day had 
their deposits refunded or their ap-
pointments rescheduled.

Popcorn Ball Drop 
grows with celebrants 
By SUE REID

Who knew that the beginning 
of the annual Popcorn Ball Drop, 
planned for the 10th year this New 
Year’s Eve, had something to do 
with a possum?

“It’s kind of a cool birthing,” 
Popcorn Shop owner Dewey 
Forward said. It was about 11 years 
ago when there was a movie in the 
Chagrin Documentary Film Festival 
called “Possum Drop,” chronicling a 
Southern town that gathered for New 
Year’s and “quote unquote, ‘dropped 
a possum,’” he said. “They lowered 

it, and there was this outrageous 
party around it.”

That’s where Mr. Forward’s friend 
and lifelong Chagrin Falls resident 
Sally Florkiewicz, someone who 
had “1,000 ideas,” would come 
in, he said. She inquired whether a 
popcorn ball — a big one — could 
be created and be dropped on New 
Year’s Eve.

“It was kind of an idea born on the 
back of a bar napkin,” Mr. Forward 
said.

Chagrin Hardware’s Rob Shwind, 
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Devotion to museum is natural experience
Hunting Valley 
resident co-chairs 
$150 million 
transformation

By SUE REID

There are unexpected things that 
happen at the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History, Hunting Valley 
resident Sally Sears said, and she 
has experienced the wonder of it 
all for decades.

Whether it was exploring the 

numerous programs and summer 
classes her three children would 
take part in, beginning with her 
membership in the 1980s, to leading 
prospective donors through the Ralph 
Perkins II Wildlife Center and Woods 
Garden, where playful otters would 
delight, Mrs. Sears has looked at 
the building on Wade Oval through 
many different lenses.

 In fact, her relationship with the 
museum has spanned numerous roles 
over 35 years, including member, 
donor, board chair and co-chair of 
the recent $150 million Transforming 
the World of Discovery Campaign.

 Mrs. Sears, 72, a native of 
Youngstown, also has been engaged 
in the design and development of the 
museum’s new galleries, attending 
weekly meetings with museum staff 
and the gallery design firm. “I love 
everything about the museum,” she 
said matter-of-factly.

 To show her support and affinity 
for it, Mrs. Sears, a member of the 
President’s Circle of Annual Fund 
Donors, and her husband, Larry, 
have participated in several matching 
gifts as well as a transformational 
gift of several million dollars to-
ward the recent campaign. That 

campaign involves the expansion of 
the over century-old museum build-
ing and outdoor areas, a complete 
reimagining of the campus and all 
the exhibits and the addition of new 
public spaces. 

 A former teacher and school 
librarian, Mrs. Sears credits her 
husband for leading the couple to 
the role of donor from member, she 
said, with him suggesting that they 
support the museum’s campaigns 
based on their experience there as 
a family through the years. “We just 
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