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Northeast Ohio sees good growing season 
By BRIAN DOERING 

A cross Northeast Ohio and 
the state, crops have seen 
a good growing season this 
spring and summer despite 

a dismal 2019. Last year, heavy 
rainfall and colder temperatures 
hurt farmers struggling to plant their 
crops, but this year timely rain and 
warm temperatures have benefited 
area growers, according to experts.  

The growing season did have its 
moments. Robert Sage of Sage’s 
Apples in Chardon said despite 
some dry periods throughout the 
summer, he was able to irrigate the 
sweet corn crop and expects two or 
three more weeks of picking as long 
as there is no frost.  

“There was very severe frost back 
in April and we escaped that, we 
really didn’t have any damage to 

apples or peaches,” said Mr. Sage, 
who grows a variety of fruits and 
vegetables. “We are just finishing up 
a peach crop, a lot of apple picking 
the next two months.”  

Mr. Sage said it was obvious this 
year that area residents wanted to 
buy fresh, local produce. 

“Agriculture is the No. 1 industry 
in Ohio and this state is so diverse,” 
said Mandy Orahood of the Ohio 

Farm Bureau Federation.     
Ms. Orahood oversees Ashtabula, 

Geauga, Lake and Trumbull counties 
and is a liaison between individual 
county farm bureaus and the Ohio 
Farm Bureau. 

Though the growing season has 
been good, early results of a farm 
bureau survey show that 65 percent of 
those involved in Ohio’s food supply 
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Warm weather paired with timely rain has yielded a healthy growing season all across Northeast Ohio, a stark contrast to last 
year’s soak-sullied season. James “Bill” Patterson, owner of Patterson’s Fruit Farm in Chester Township and vice president 
of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation, said this year’s pandemic has had no significant impact on the growing season from a 
harvest standpoint.

COVID-19 cases rise in Geauga 
pushing it to orange alert level
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

Early last week, Geauga Public 
Health Commissioner Thomas 
Quade confirmed that an increase 
in coronavirus cases has caused 
the county to move from a yellow 
COVID-19 risk level up to orange 
for the first time since the end of 
July. 

Over the past month, he said that 
46 deaths and 697 cases have been 
reported. More than 40 of those new 
cases came from the week of Aug. 
30 to Sept. 5.

“We did not hit some triggers 
that are very important and that’s 
good,” Mr. Quade said late last 
week. “Some of the triggers we 
hit related to cases and some of 
the triggers we hit related to the 
capacity of our health care system 
to be able to handle it. So, we did 
not hit thresholds in regard to 

hospitalizations.”
Ohio has a four-level alert system 

for counties based on a number of 
factors including the rate of increase 
in COVID-19 cases and deaths. 
The lowest level is yellow, active 
exposure and spread; followed by 
orange, increased spread; red, very 
high spread and purple, the highest 
level, severe exposure and spread.

As of Tuesday, Geauga recorded 
56 cases over the past two weeks, 
according to the Ohio Department 
of Health.

While Geauga still has adequate 
hospital capacity, Mr. Quade said the 
data is worrisome because it means 
Geauga met three indicators: new 
cases per capita, sustained increase 
in new cases and proportion of cases 
not in congregate cases. The first 
is flagged if there are more than 50 

Berkshire BOE discusses fate  
of buildings after new campus
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

With the Berkshire Board of 
Education eyeing a new pre-
kindergarten through high school 
complex to be completed by August 
of 2021 in Burton, district leaders 
now must determine the fate of 
the three remaining properties in 
October.

“We were just discussing whether 
or not we should auction Burton 
Elementary and the Berkshire 
Junior-Senior High School,” 
Superintendent John Stoddard said 
after the board met in executive 
session last week. “We’re going 
to set a public meeting with the 
Thompson Township Trustees about 
Ledgemont Elementary. We’ll have 
to have an official board resolution, 
so we’ll probably have a special 
meeting in October for that.”

The new $41 million school com-
plex has been under construction 
since October of last year. Once 
completed, it will stand adjacent to 
the Kent State University Geauga 
Campus on Claridon Troy Road 
in Burton and house all district 
students, replacing Ledgemont 
Elementary in Thompson Township 
as well as Burton Elementary and 
the junior-senior high school in 
Burton. 

During an hour of executive ses-
sion, the board discussed selling or 
auctioning the properties, but Mr. 
Stoddard said a decision will not 
be made until next month.

Mr. Stoddard said the new build-
ing will offer climate control and 
an auditorium, something the three 
existing schools lack. 
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