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Uncertainty surrounds Geauga Maple Fest 
By BRIAN DOERING 

CHARDON — The sweet smell of 
maple syrup will hopefully fill the 
air once again this spring for the 
annual Maple Festival if the Geauga 
County Health Department accepts 
a modified plan for the event.  

Festival President Annie Royal 
presented a proposal to City Council 

last week as a modification to the 
traditional Maple Festival reducing 
or suspending most of the festival 
events and activities to promote a 
healthy community as the worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic continues.  

“It was very important to me that 
we have a plan moving forward with 
the Maple Festival and in regard to 

the pandemic,” Ms. Royal said at the 
Jan. 14 meeting. “Last year when 
we had to cancel, we saw that it was 
important to the Chardon community 
and the main goal of the Maple 
Festival is to promote the education 
of maple syrup production and also 
to bring together our community.”

Last year, COVID-19 cases started 

to rise as the highly contagious dis-
ease spread prompting Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine to ban gatherings 
that drew large crowds.   

The plan presented last week 
includes events spread and held 
each Sunday from March 7 to April 
25. April 4 is excluded because it is 

Chester makes changes 
to farmers market rules
By BRIAN DOERING 

CHESTER — A final hurdle was 
cleared for the farm market amend-
ment last week when township trustees 
agreed to updates in the zoning code.

After a public hearing on Jan. 
14, township trustees adopted the 
modifications on farm market zon-
ing rules recommended by both 
the Chester Township Zoning 
Commission and Geauga County 
Planning Commission. 

“It is a vast improvement over 

what we currently had because we 
currently had a lot of conflicts that 
were contrary to the Ohio Revised 
Code,” said Trustee Ken Radtke, 
Jr. “This moved us much further 
along to be consistent with those 
regulations.”

The zoning commission has been 
researching farm markets since the fall 
of 2018 and reviewing existing zoning 
code language, which officials said 
was overly restrictive and potentially 

Second phase of COVID-19 
vaccine rolls out in counties
By JULIE HULLETT  
AND BRIAN DOERING

Just days after the second phase 
of the coronavirus vaccine rollout 
in Northeast Ohio, officials from 
local health boards, hospitals and 
pharmacies coordinating the effort 
expressed concern about the pos-
sibility of demand being higher 
than the limited supply.

Phase 1B began on Monday with 
Ohioans ages 80 and older. There 
are no walk-up clinics, officials 

cautioned. All vaccines locally 
and statewide are being done by 
appointment only. 

On Tuesday, the vaccine was 
well received when people waiting 
their turn applauded as University 
Hospitals of Cleveland began in-
oculating members of the general 
public at its Management Services 
Center in Shaker Heights.

“It’s been a fun day,” UH Chief 
Operating Officer Dr. Robyn 
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A place of space
With the construction of the new Bainbridge Branch of the Geauga County Public 
Library complete, the 30,000-square-foot facility plans the official opening for Feb. 
1. While the spacious library, located at 17222 Snyder Road, will only be open to 
curbside services due to the coronavirus, controlled tours of the new building are 
available through Jan. 26. Halli Pliml, above, of the library’s circulation depart-
ment, stocks the shelves in the adult wing with DVDs. 
See page A12 for more details on the new branch.
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Chagrin schools  
Superintendent heading to 
Chicago area.   A2

Woodmere    Council 
studies ways to spend 
CARES funding. A3 

Chagrin  Council to revisit 
barbershop variance.  A3

Gates Mills    Residents 
tired of periodic blackouts. A4

Bentleyville   Village 
seeking more police for 
force.  A4

Hunting Valley  Leaders 
aim for responsible recycling. A5

Valley   Municipal court 
continues with protocols in 
place. A5

Solon    School treasurer 
takes second position in 
Hunting Valley. A7

Geauga   Commission 
OKs plans to redesign 
website. A10
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Bainbridge    Take a 
look inside new library set to 
open soon. A12

Sports

Boys basketball   
Bombers knock off Rebels in 
overtime. B1

Girls basketball  
Kenston locks up conference 
rival Hilltoppers. B3


