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Service to students  
impels school boards
By MICHELE COLLINS

Gov. Mike DeWine and Lt. Gov. 
Jon Husted issued a proclamation 
recognizing January as School 
Board Recognition Month, honoring 
school board members for their 
important role in advocating “for 
the best interests of the students 
served in their districts.”

Leanne Moses, newly elected 
president of the Solon Board of 
Education, explained the importance 
of that role and her reasoning for 
serving on the board.

“My three daughters went through 
Solon schools, and I was so passion-
ate about the academic standards 
adhered to in Solon and about the 
opportunities Solon has provided to 
my own children that I wanted to be 
a part of continuing to help kids be 
successful in school,” she said. Ms. 
Moses, who was appointed to the 
board to fill a vacant seat in 2018 

and was elected 
in 2019, said 
her daughters 
exemplify what 
a great public 
education means 
to students.

“ M y  o n e 
d a u g h t e r 

graduated from Michigan State 
University and then the University 
of Pennsylvania Veterinary School 
and is an equine veterinarian. My 
next daughter graduated from 
Bowling Green State University 
and then received her master’s from 
Harvard University and is a seventh- 
and eighth-grade math teacher. 
My youngest will graduate from 
Ohio University this May and plans 
to be a history and social studies 
teacher. All three have benefited 
from a Solon education, and two 

Council authorizes grant  
plus sale of small parcel
By MICHELE COLLINS

Solon City Council moved 
forward last week with providing 
a $40,000 grant to Mid-America 
Management Corp. to redevelop 
the eastern wing of Solon Square 
Shopping Center to assist with 
the company’s estimated $1.2 
million project. Council also 
agreed to sell a 0.14-acre parcel 
to Solon Community Living Inc. 
on Clearwater Court to assist with 
its development of a pocket com-
munity for adults with disabilities.

Following a meeting of the 
Economic Development Committee 
on Jan. 10, the committee recom-
mended and council later approved 
a Growth and Revitalization 
Incentive Program grant to Mid-
American Management Corp., 
which manages the Solon Square 
Shopping Center on Aurora Road. 
The $40,000 grant will assist with 

Mid-America’s redevelopment of 
the eastern wing of the shopping 
center near Jersey Mike’s Subs and 
the former AT&T building.

According to Mid-America, a 
new tenant, X-Golf, a golf-simu-
lator business which also includes 
a restaurant, will be opening soon 
in that part of Solon Square. A 
representative of Mid-America told 
the committee that the company 
is planning on doing “facade im-
provements, pavement, crosswalk 
and streetscape upgrades” to the 
eastern part of the shopping center.

The estimated cost for the project 
is $1,265,922. The $40,000 city 
grant would be used to help the 
company fund that project.

Council also agreed to sell the 
0.14-acre parcel on Clearwater 
Court, near the corner of Aurora 
Road and Portz Parkway, to Solon 

Eighth-graders relish taste of high school
By MICHELE COLLINS

S
olon High School’s eighth-
to-ninth-grade orientation 
was not your ordinary type 
of student/parent gathering. 

This one, held Jan. 19 at the high 
school, included a pep rally, a rousing 
welcome from the principal and 
sports coaches and a chance to meet 
current students who encouraged the 
younger students to join their clubs, 
sports teams and activities.

The evening program for eighth-

graders and their parents started with 

a bang, a bang of the drums, actually, 

as the pep band, cheerleaders and 

spirit boys and girls marched down 

the aisles of the auditorium playing 

the Solon fight song, alongside a 
technology-focused display of light 

and sound.

Solon High School Principal Erin 

Short grabbed a microphone and 

shouted, “Welcome, Class of 2027!”

She noted that the orientation was 

the first of only two times when the 
whole class and their parents would 

be together. “The other time will be 

May 27, 2027, the date of the Class 
of 2027’s graduation,” she said amid 
cheers and perhaps some tears.

Her remarks were short but stir-

ring. “You have four years to get 

everything out of Solon High School, 

so get excited. We can’t wait to have 

you be part of our school,” she said.

Up next was Brian Wisniewski, 
Solon’s head football coach, who 
used his pregame-pep-rally voice 
to ask the future students to be “all 
in” at Solon High School. “We are 
a family here, and you will become 
part of the Solon High School family 
starting today,” he said. “I ask you 
to be all in!”

The students were then divided 
into three groups where they rotated 
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Solon Band Director Mark Mauldin leads the Solon High School Pep Band as they delight the crowd of eighth graders and 
their parents at the eighth grade to ninth grade orientation night at Solon High School.  The recent orientation night included 
a pep rally atmosphere as well as a chance for the students to learn about all of the extracurricular opportunities available 
to them at the high school. 
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