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Illuminating the world
Chabad continues tradition of 
lighting giant Hanukkah menorah  
By SUE REID

It was 1991 when Rabbi Zushe 
Greenberg fi rst placed a giant meno-
rah outside the Solon Chabad’s rental 
space on Aurora Road, erecting it 
himself in the freezing cold, bringing 
light to the dark sky for all to see.

At 5 p.m. on Sunday, he will do 
the same, this time with help, and 
surrounded by 300 members of his 
Chabad Jewish Center of Solon 
in recognition of the fi rst night of 
Hanukkah. The Jewish holiday that 
spans eight days and commemorates 

the victory of the Jewish army over 
the Greek soldiers, Hanukkah  also 
marks the rededication of the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

“It means a lot to me to be who 
we are and not to be afraid or em-
barrassed of our religion,” Rabbi 
Greenberg, 53, said of the importance 
of the holiday. In fact, it is one of 
favorites because it symbolizes 
Jewish pride and religious freedom, 
he noted.

“We are now enjoying religious 
freedom all over the world,” Rabbi 
Greenberg said. 

The rabbi recalled stories of his 
parents in Russia who would have 
to light their menorah in secret in 
their home.

“It was during Communist time 
and they could not have public 
menorahs,” the rabbi said. “It was 
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Jordana Galvin, Enzo Gomillion, Harper Finer on the floor, Rabbi Zushe Greenberg, Saige Blumenthal, Jacob Heller and 
George Soshnik watch as Rabbi Zushe Greenberg lights a menorah in preperation for Hanukkah.

Italian Club welcomes families 
to annual Christmas celebration
By SUE REID

While every gathering of the 
Solon Italian Club is rooted in food 
and friendship, last week’s annual 
Holiday Party held special meaning 
for many of the members.

That is because it is the signature 
yearly event that is presented for the 
members’ entire families, includ-
ing children and grandchildren. 
More than 150 people gathered at 
the Solon Community Center last 
Sunday for the festive afternoon.

“It’s all about family,” Solon 
resident and club member Al 
Benedict said. 

Mr. Benedict brought his adult 
children and grandchildren to the 

event, as he does each year. 
His 8-year-old granddaughter 

Keira McNerny busily worked 
on a holiday craft alongside her 
grandparents, and said she was 
looking forward to seeing Santa 
Claus.

“It’s a great tradition,” Mr. 
Benedict noted. 

Streetsboro resident Jason 
Vespucci has been attending the 
holiday party for years, along with 
his two sons Noah and Andrew. 

“This brings all our club mem-
ber’s families together,” Mr. 
Vespucci said. 

Noah, 10, said he looked forward 

City could seek funds to 
clean up Liberty Ford land
By SUE REID 

The Solon city administration is 
pondering the pursuit of grants for 
remediation of the former Liberty 
Ford site on Aurora Road to increase 
development possibilities after the 
pending sale of that land fell through 
earlier this month.

Mayor Edward H. Kraus said last 
week that the city plans to speak 
to ICP about next steps after the 
Solon-based development company 
backed out of a pending purchase 
agreement for 6.5 acres of land 
owned by Liberty Ford on Aurora 
Road. In the notice of termina-
tion, ICP cited the environmental 

condition of the property as the 
reason for not going through with 
the deal.

ICP had asked the dealership to 
help pay for the research involving 
the condition of the land, and the 
dealership declined, stating that this 
was not part of the original contract.

The Liberty Ford land, which 
is selling for $3 million, was a 
central piece of redevelopment 
hopes linked to Issue 65, a mixed 
use district voters approved last 
month for land along Aurora and 
Solon roads.

Mayor Kraus said state funding 
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TURNING POINT FOR RECYCLINGA series on the evolution and future of waste recovery

Recycling e-book
The Times has launched an 
e-book containing the series 
published this year. Visit 
ChagrinValleyToday.com.


