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Geauga Park District director defends budgeting
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

The Geauga County Budget 

Commission and members of the 

public aired concerns earlier this 

week about Geauga Park District 

(GPD)’s budget, including over-

appropriating funds and perceived 

lack of transparency. 
The budget commission approved 

two motions to fix over-appropriation 
of about $2 million in GPD’s budget. 

GPD has until August to fix other 
“red flags,” said Geauga County 
Prosecutor Jim Flaiz, of the three-
member budget commission with 

county Auditor Chuck Walder and 
Treasurer Chris Hitchcock.

GPD split from the county auditor 
and treasurer’s offices in July 2021, 
switching to managing finances 
internally. At Monday’s budget com-
mission meeting, Mr. Walder told 
GPD’s representatives that they must 

check if they are over-appropriating 
funds since the county is no longer 
doing so. 

Mr. Walder also told them that 
GPD has appropriated over 90 
percent of its resources for this year. 

County suspends large lot 
septic system evaluations
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

Geauga County Commissioners 
recently voted to temporarily sus-
pend enforcement of the septic 
system lot evaluation requirement 
for lots of more than 5 and fewer 
than 20 acres. Geauga Public Health 
Administrator Adam Litke said 
the temporary suspension will 
help reduce unnecessary fees for 
homeowners. 

When a lot is to be built on, 
regardless of size, a lot evaluation 
must be conducted by Geauga 
Public Health. 

Planning Director Linda Crombie 
said that the Geauga County 
Planning Commission voted to 
ask commissioners to temporarily 
suspend that regulation for large 

lots as they work through potential 
edits to subdivision regulations, 
which will take six to 12 months. 

Ms. Crombie said there had been 
discussion among the planning 
commission staff, the public health 
department, surveyors, property 
owners and real estate agents about 
the lot evaluation requirements for 
large lots, considered to be between 
5 and 20 acres. 

“Any time someone splits 
property, they have to obtain a lot 
evaluation approval from the health 
department,” Ms. Crombie said. 
“That is to say, it’s feasible to put 
a septic system on this lot.”

Ms. Crombie said that the experi-
ence has been that “those are really 

IRS seeks back taxes 
from Auburn Township 
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

Auburn Township Trustees ap-
pointed Daniel Matsko as fiscal 
officer on March 6. 

Two days later, the township 
received what Mr. Matsko called 
a “friendly visit” from a revenue 
officer in regard to the township’s 
failure to file taxes for five quarters.

Mr. Matsko said that the town-
ship’s former Fiscal Officer Fred 
May did not file properly with the 
IRS for three quarters in 2021 and 
the first two in 2022.

To help Mr. May “get caught 
up” on finances, trustees had hired 
Mr. Matsko as Mr. May’s assistant 
on July 18, 2022, at $600 a week, 
based on an average of 20 hours 

per week at $30 an hour. 
At that time, it was not apparent 

that Mr. May was not completing 
his work, Mr. Matsko said.

In November, Mr. May was incar-
cerated for violating his probation, 
which stemmed from a charge of 
driving under the influence, accord-
ing to the Geauga County Sheriff’s 
Office.

On Dec. 1, trustees appointed 
Mr. Matsko to the new position 
of deputy fiscal officer due to the 
emergency created by Mr. May’s 
incarceration. 

“We haven’t seen him since be-
fore our Nov. 21 business meeting,” 
Mr. Matsko said.
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Painted turtles grouped together on a log for a leisurely sail recently at The West Woods in Russell.

Spring is just around the corner!
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