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Second teen 
charged in 
carjacking
By MICHELE COLLLINS

An additional suspect was arrested 
and charged in connection with an 
Aug. 9 carjacking in Solon.

 Donteze Congress, 18, of Maple 
Heights, was identified as a second 
suspect in the robbery of an unnamed 
Beachwood man.

Mr. Congress was 
arrested at his Maple 
Heights home on the 
morning of Aug. 15. 
He was held on one 
charge of Aggravated 

Robbery. 
The first suspect, 

Thomas Williams, 18, 
also of Maple Heights, 
was arrested at the time 
of the robbery. The two 
teens allegedly targeted 

the 62-year-old man 
while he was driving 

south on Glenallen Avenue in his 
black Volvo sedan and used a silver 
Kia they were driving to strike the 
back of his vehicle. 

When the man got out to in-
vestigate what had happend, he 
was robbed at gunpoint by the two 
teens, who were wearing medical 
face masks.  The man said the two 
“young-looking males” demanded 
his personal belongings and then 
fled the scene in the victim’s Volvo.

A third individual reportedly 
followed behind in the Kia. The 
stolen Volvo was later recovered 
in Garfield Heights with the aid of 
vehicle tracking technology. The 
case remains under investigation.

Inspired to create
Documentary film 
festival provides 
ideal platform for 
emerging artists
By SUE REID

While the Chagrin Documentary 
Film Festival is poised to mark its 
13th year in October, for a number of 
filmmakers, the event – and the road 
leading it to – represents a first in a 
number of momentous ways.

“I’ve never done anything like this 
before,” South Russell resident Elise 
Sullivan, 26, said.

The 2014 Orange High School 
graduate didn’t even start to express 
an interest in film until college, she 
explained, receiving a camera from 
her mother as a Christmas gift.

“Last year I decided I wanted to 
make a film to submit to the Chagrin 
Documentary Film Festival,” she 
continued, inspired by the fact that 
there was such a festival right in her 
hometown.

“When you look at Cleveland, it 
wasn’t always known for films, per 
se, so it’s so cool we have one here,” 
Ms. Sullivan said. “It brings more 
filmmakers to the area.”

Ms. Sullivan, who has develop-
mental delays, went on to submit a 
film close to her heart, an 
eight-minute documentary 
called “Two Foundation,” 
chronicling both the mis-
sion of the local organiza-
tion of the same name and 
the individuals with special needs it 
serves.

Her very first and only documentary 
film, in which she did the video and 
audio mostly herself throughout last 
summer, will be among the 91 selected 
films out of more than 600 entries in 
this year’s festival, which kicks off 
Oct. 5.

The festival and his feature film 
submittal also marks a first for 
Kevin Morissey, 32 and a resident of 
Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood 
who heard about the festival from a 
radio program.

“This was the first time I made a 

feature film, and I didn’t necessarily 
intend to,” Mr. Morissey described, 
“but the story had the depth that it 
would be best served as a feature.”

The hour-long documentary, 
“Meandering Thru” took Mr. Morissey 
about four years to film, with a basic 

camera and shotgun mike 
in hand. It chronicles 
Everett Brandt’s attempt 
to set the record on the 
Buckeye Trail, a 1,400 
mile loop around Ohio.

Mr. Morissey, who has worked in 
broadcasting and marketing, reached 
out to Mr. Brandt through an Instagram 
post, quickly forming a friendship 
– and eventually documenting his 
journey.

The Bowing Green State University 
graduate said he is honored to have 
been selected for this year’s festival, 
and counts it among his career goals.

“It’s truly an honor to get an opportu-
nity to share this story with an audience 
through the Chagrin Documentary 
Film Festival,” Mr. Morissey said. “I 
am thrilled.
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These filmmakers from throughout Northeast Ohio, including Cleveland, Chagrin Falls, South 
Russell, Middlelfield and Westlake, among other areas, are some of the emerging filmmakers 
who have been inspired to create their films thanks to the Chagrin Documentary Film Festival, 
now in its 13th year. Here, pictured at the Bainbridge branch of the Geauga County Public 
Library are, from left, (front) Mark Simone and Elise Sullivan and (top) Kitt Rossi, Jeremy 
Schwochow, Ben Merkel, Kevin Morissey and John Bourisseau.
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Cosmetics  
factory closing 
its doors, 122 
jobs eliminated
By MICHELE COLLLINS

The Cosmax USA Factory in 
Solon is closing its doors with its 
122 employees being permanently 
laid off beginning Sept.30 with lay-
offs expected to continue until the 
factory closes its doors permanently  
by Jan. 31, 2023.

Factory officialsnotified the city 
and the Ohio Department of Jobs 
and Family services in July that 
the facility would be closing. Ohio 
Revised Code requires companies to 
notify the state through the Federal 
Worker Adjustment and Retraining 
Notification (WARN) Act.

According to company spokes-
man Howard Chung, “Cosmax 
recently announced that it will be 
closing the Solon site and moving 
production from Ohio to an ex-
panded production site in Carteret, 
New Jersey.”
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