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News

Gates Mills   Council 
approves road work on 
county roads. A2

Bainbridge   Trustees 
review investments. A2

Pepper Pike  Axiom 
says rezoning on fall ballot. A3

South Russell    
Council questions pay rate 
for inspector. A5

Geauga   Commissioners 
OK roof repairs for office. A6

Chagrin Falls    
Village adds former Bancroft 
land to public parks. A6

Chardon   Chamber 
honors local businesses. A7

Hunting Valley   
Mayor shares vision for 
village.  A9 

Schools   Districts come 
up with plans for fall.  A13-16 

Sports 

Fitness    Local grads 
take over center.   A17

Football   OHSAA sends 
survey to athletic directors.  A18

Features

South Russell   
Songbirds nesting in park 
ready to take flight. B1

Cake  Resident shows her 
skills on Netflix “Sugar Rush”  
B1
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The 70-year-old house on the hill was razed in Moreland Hills Tuesday morning with plans to build a pavilion in its place. 
Former owner Charles Lang said that the house was built around 1950 and the evergreen tree that still stands near Chagrin 
River Road was the first live Christmas tree for that home. The house was part of the Forest Ridge Preserve property and 
the village Parks Commission plans to build a pavilion instead for community gatherings. Mr. Lang said that the house has 
served its useful purpose over many decades and now is a perfect time to create the pathway for a more harmonious use of 
that space that overlooks the Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field.

Lawmakers talk next steps in wake of bribery
By JULIE HULLETT

After Ohio House Speaker Rep. 
Larry Householder was arrested last 
week in connection with an alleged 
$60 million bribery scheme related 
to a nuclear bailout bill, local state 
legislators are re-evaluating House 
Bill 6 and their personal campaign 
contributions from FirstEnergy.

FBI  agents  a r res ted  Rep . 
Householder, R-Glenford, at his 

farm outside of Columbus on July 
21. Four others also were arrested in 
the scheme including former Ohio 
Republican Party Chairman Matt 
Borges, Rep. Householder adviser 
Jeffrey Longstreth and lobbyists Neil 
Clark and Juan Cespedes. They were 
each charged with “conspiracy to 
participate, directly or indirectly, in 
the conduct of an enterprise’s affairs 
through a pattern of racketeering 

activity,” according to the United 
States District Court criminal 
complaint.

“This is a dark time for democ-
racy,” state Rep. Phil Robinson, 
D-Solon, said on Monday. “Ohioans 
deserve better.” 

Gov. Mike DeWine has called for 
Rep. Householder to resign, but as of 
early this week, the speaker said he 
does not plan to give up his position.

The House was scheduled to vote 
today on whether to remove Rep. 
Householder as speaker. Regardless 
of the outcome of that vote, he will 
retain his legislative seat.

According to the federal complaint, 
there was a bribery campaign for sever-
al years to support Rep. Householder’s 
bid to become speaker and to pass 
HB 6, which bailed out two nuclear 

Virus kills full Geauga Fair, but Junior Fair survives
By GLEN MILLER 

There will be no regular Great 
Geauga County Fair this year, 
only a junior fair because of a new 
COVID-19 protection order issued 
by Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine on 
Tuesday.

Only junior fairs can be held in 
Ohio from this point on because 
of a significant increase in Ohio 
coronavirus cases, Gov. DeWine said 

during a press conference.  Nearly 
86,497 cases had been reported 
to the Ohio Department of Health 
Tuesday when Gov. DeWine made 
his decision. A deciding factor 
was the 3,382 deaths also reported 
Tuesday, 38 more than Monday, 
and a steady increase in COVID-19 
hospitalizations throughout the state.

During a news conference, Gov. 
DeWine said his “difficult decision” 

specifically limits activities to junior 
fair livestock competitions conducted 
for 4-H clubs and Future Farmers 
of America groups, as well as other 
junior fair contests.

An unhappy Geauga County Fair 
Board reviewed the order at a regular 
Tuesday meeting but did not publi-
cally discuss or make a decision 
about the junior fair activities. This 
will be the first time in the fair’s 

198-year-history that a full fair will 
not occur.    

Last week, a fair spokeswoman 
said plans were in the works for 
a virtual junior fair livestock sale 
with no audience. The families of 
contestants, however, would be al-
lowed to attend.

Fair Board Secretary Paul Harris 
declined to discuss plans for the 
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