
School job vacancies 
challenge to district 
By SUE REID

The Solon School District is strug-

gling when it comes to staffing, with 
the pandemic exacerbating the issue 

for certain positions, Superintendent 
Fred Bolden reported to the board 

of education last week.

“We have varied needs for ad-

ditional staff members across the 
district,” Mr. Bolden said. “We can 
use additional personnel to work 

as bus drivers, substitute teachers, 
lunch and recess monitors in our 

K-6 schools, food service workers 

and custodians.”
Staffing for transportation and 

substitute teachers was an issue 

prior to the pandemic, he continued, 
“but current circumstances related 

to COVID-19 have exacerbated 

the issue.

“The need for custodians in our 

buildings has been a more recent 

phenomenon,” he said.
The district employs 676 indi-

viduals overall.

In an effort to get staffing to 
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It’s a classic
Bob Gesci takes pride in  building 1938 MG 

By SUE REID

T
his bright green 1938 
model MG could more 
aptly be titled “the car 
that Bob built.”

Literally.

From the ground up and for over 

a period of 40 years, Solon resident 
Bob Gesci, 83, built his very own 
classic car.

“I just did this going along,” 
Mr. Gesci, a retiree, said casually, 

describing how he amassed all the 
various parts over the past four 
decades.

With Solon Mayor Edward H. 
Kraus in attendance and friends and 
family, he proudly premiered the car 
this past weekend, driving it along 
with wife of 50 years, Sandy, out of 
the Bainbridge Road warehouse it 
had been stored.

Mr. Gesci has had a love for the 
MG model from as far back as 1958, 
when he bought his first one, a 1950 
MG TD. He paid $700 for it at the 
time, and his father thought that 

price tag was too steep, he recalled 
with a laugh.

“I could have bought a Ford or 

Chevy cheaper,” Mr. Gesci said.
But the resale that was higher 

spoke to the value of classic cars, 
and he has been hooked ever since.

“I’ve had a number of MGs,” the 
45-year city resident said of the car 

that won races across Britain and 

Europe in the 1930s. He owned a 
1959 MGA for 38 years.

When he came across a frame from 
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Firing range, new trails 
among city proposals
By SUE REID

Among $37.7 million in prelimi-
nary Capital Improvement Requests 

for 2022 are allotments for an indoor 

firing range for the Solon Police 
Department and two rails-to-trails 

projects.

Finance Director Matthew Rubino 
presented to City Council’s Finance 

Committee Monday a preliminary 
look at capital requests over the next 

five years and beginning in 2022. 
Total requests over the next five 
years amount to $130.3 million.

None have been approved nor 

been funded at the amount and year 

of the request at this point, he noted, 
with most requests originating 

from the department replacement 

schedules and capital inventory 

assessments. 

Police Chief Richard Tonelli 
explained to the committee the 

need for an indoor firing range for 
officers, with $350,000 requested 
for the project.

Chief Tonelli said his concern is 
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Solon resident Bob Gesci takes an inaugural spin in his hand built classic car that he has worked on over the past four 
decades. A true labor of love, the car’s construction from top to bottom included parts taken from other classic cars as well 
as handmade features. Mr. Gesci was surrounded by family and friends last weekend as he took the bright green vehicle out 
of the Bainbridge Road garage where it had been housed.
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