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Preserving history
Solon Historical Society asks donors  
to help restore stained glass windows
By MICHELE COLLINS

One of the most beautiful aspects 
of the 1899 Disciples of Christ 
Church that houses the Solon 
Historical Society are its stained 
glass windows. Flooded with light 

as the sun rises or sets, the windows 
showcase a time when church mem-
bers took pride in the ornate beauty 
of their places of worship.

Today, the stained glass windows 
offer a chance for Solon residents to 

keep the beauty alive for the next 
generation.

Robert Shimits, president of 
the Solon Historical Society and 
Councilmember for Ward 6, said 
a campaign was started a few 
years ago, to “Adopt a Window.” 
Donations for the adopted windows 
allow the Historical Society to restore 
them and fix any breaks or fading 
glass. A few families have adopted 

windows to honor a family member 
who has passed away, or to document 
their family’s multiple generations 
who lived in the city of Solon. The 
renewed stained glass windows show 
each donor or “adopter’s” name.  But 
the church-turned-historical society 
is only half dressed in its stained 
glass finest, with only a portion of 

Council commitee updated 
by police chief, rec director
By MICHELE COLLINS

If you see black cameras on the 
Solon traffic lights or streetlights, 
they are not detecting your speed. 
According to Solon Police Chief 
Richard Tonelli, they are being 
used to deter crime and find crimi-
nals. He updated members of the 
city council’s Safety and Public 
Properties Committee during its 
June 8 meeting about the Solon 
Police Department’s activities. 

Solon Ward 7 Councilman 
William Russo, said he had received 
questions from constituents asking if 
Solon had installed speed detection 
cameras. But the good news for 
those going over the speed limit, is 

that is not what the cameras are for.
“They can help us solve crimes,” 

said Chief Tonelli. “Let’s say a car 
enters the zone (of the camera), if 
it’s reported as stolen, those cameras 
can read the plate.  It can alert of-
ficers if a passing car is one that is 
in our computers, and can notify 
and locate the time a suspected 
vehicle passed through. If a crime 
has occurred and a victim says it 
was for example “a black pickup 
truck,” we can review the cameras 
to see when any black pickup trucks 
went through the area.”

The Flock Safety camera system, 
which costs the city about $25,000 

Twins retire after a collective 85 
years working for City of Solon
By MICHELE COLLINS

The Thompson brothers have 
given a lot to the city of Solon – a 
combined 85.5 years of work.

John and Jim Thompson are both 
retired now, after working 42.5 
and 43 years respectively in the 
service department of the city of 
Solon. John retired in January 2022 
and Jim retired in May 2022.  The 
twins, who look identical and far 
from retirement age, spent their 
entire careers working together 
for the city.

Jim, the younger twin by 15 
minutes, got his job first.  His sister, 
Marlene, encouraged him to work 
for then service director Peppy 

Bandiera.  His first day was May 
7, 1979.  Mr. Bandiera asked if Mr. 
Thompson’s brother John might also 
want to work in the department.

John started just seven days later, 
on May 14, 1979.

“I remember telling Peppy, yeah 
I will take the job in the service 
department until I find something 
else,” laughed John Thompson.  
“Then I started and one day turned 
into a month, then one month into a 
year, and well, then it was 40 years!”

Jim said he was happy to have 
his brother work alongside him 
every day.  

“We get along well, it was nice 
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Solon Historical Society President Robert Shimits is framed by one of the stained glass windows of the historical society’s 
home in the 1899 Disciples of Christ Church in Solon.  The stained glass windows are being restored as part of the historical 
society’s Adopt A Window program. 
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