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Art Palette
Chagrin Falls 
Historical Society 
& Museum, 87 E. 
Washington St. in Chagrin 
Falls: Christmas exhibit, 
“Under the Tree: A Celebration 
of Gifts for Children,” on 
display through Jan. 25 during 
holiday hours. Free admission. 
Donations accepted. 
Information: ChagrinHistorical.
org.

Music Notes
Maltz Performing 
Arts Center, 1855 Ansel 
Road in Cleveland: Case 
Western Reserve University’s 
Siegal Lifelong Learning 
presents Rami Kleinstein in an 
intimate concert performance 
on Jan. 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
VIP tickets start at $75 and 
general admission starts at 
$25. Register: 216-368-6062. 
Information: 216-368-4623.

West Woods Nature 
Center, 9465 Kinsman 
Road in Russell: Maple Town 
Tune Traders provide short 
performances by musicians of 
all levels and genres from 7-10 
p.m. on Jan. 23. Snacks to 
share welcomed. Information: 
440-286-9516.

Stage Lines
Geauga Lyric 
Theater Guild, 101 

Water St. in Chardon: The 
Theater Guild presents “She 
Loves Me” Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Jan. 31 
through Feb. 16. Tickets are 
$18 for adults, $15 for seniors 
and students and $10 for 
children 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-285-7701.

Celebration 
Lutheran Church, 
10621 Auburn Road in 
Chardon: Curtain 440 
presents “Suessical, Jr.”  
Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 
p.m. from Jan. 24 through 
Feb. 2. Information: Angela@
curtain440.com.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our new e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.

Issue 3 to hit March ballot to buy Russell green space
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

The Russell Township Citizens 

Park District’s 1-mill levy, now 

officially dubbed Issue 3, will ap-

pear on the March 17 ballot for this 
year’s primary election to potentially 

pay for the purchase of 64 acres of 

property on Music Street.

Members of the park district’s 
board, created under Ohio Revised 
Code Section 511, met on Jan. 9 to 
determine what literature would be 
needed to promote the levy, looking 
at options for yard signs and mailing 

postcards. 
At the beginning of the meeting, 

Shelley Chernin, chairperson of the 

levy committee, announced that 
“with the assistance of the Western 

Reserve Land Conservancy, the 511 
(board) is now under contract to 

(purchase) 64 acres on Music Street.”
The property, which is south of 

the adjacent West Woods Nature 
Center and made up of mostly 
wooded land and ravine slopes, is 
priced at $729,000. Ms. Chernin 
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Rain drips down glass on a gray, cloudy day at Lake Lucerne in Bainbridge. The Chagrin Valley saw warm, wet weather over 
the weekend with temperatures hitting a record high of 70. But that won’t last. Temperatures are predicted to take a nosedive 
in the coming days, returning to the 20s this weekend.
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Park district awards contract 
for Sunnybrook land project 
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

While the Geauga Park District 
awarded a bid for one park project, 
Commissioner Jackie Dottore re-
quested more information on plans 
for the rest.

The Geauga Park District Board 
of Commissioners awarded River 
Reach Construction the guaran-
teed maximum price contract of 
$191,500 for the Sunnybrook 
Preserve streambank stabilization 
and riparian reforestation project 
during a Tuesday morning meeting.

The project will help prevent 
erosion and involve the planting of 
additional trees in the park.

Upon review of a list of parks 
and properties the Geauga Park 
District owns, Executive Director 
John Oros explained that the district 
currently is responsible for 10,659 

acres. Of this property, he said that 
8,265 acres are open to the public as 
parks and about 2,393 acres are not 
open as public parks and are either 
properties yet to be developed or 
kept for preservation.

Mrs. Dottore requested that the 
list be compiled during last month’s 
board meeting to see what parks are 
currently accessible to the public.

“I’d like to maybe pick through 
this list whenever month by month,” 
Mrs. Dottore said, adding that she 
would like to know what the actual 
percentage of accessibility is of each 
of the public parks in terms of trails 
and recreational space. 

She also noted that some of the 
properties that are not open as parks 
could easily be made into public 
parks, giving the Westwood Land 

Gov. DeWine resists 
legal marijuana trend
By TYLER ARNOLD 
The Center Square 

After two states near Ohio suc-
cessfully legalized the recreational 
use of marijuana, Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine said that this state will 
not be following suit. Advocates 
of legal marijuana have criticized 
the governor, and urged him to 
follow the trend.

“It would really be a mistake for 
Ohio, by legislation, to say that 
marijuana for adults is just OK,” 
Gov. DeWine said, according to 
Ohio Public Radio. The governor 
said that marijuana is more potent 
than a few decades ago and that easy 
access would be a risk to young 
people.

Gov. DeWine’s press secretary, 
Dan Tierney, confirmed these 

statements, but declined to offer 
any additional comments.

About a dozen states have fully 
legalized recreational consumption 
of marijuana, and the majority of 
states, including Ohio, have some 
type of medical marijuana program. 
Public support across the country, 
including in Ohio, has increased in 
recent years.

“Gov. DeWine is trying to swim 
upstream against the current of 
popular will and common sense,” 
Violet Cavendish, communica-
tions manager for Marijuana Policy 
Project, told The Center Square in 
an email.

“He’s at odds with a significant 
majority of his constituents as well 
as the scientific evidence on this 


