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overcome slow start to win 
over Lions. B9

12th annual Film Fest opens
Documentary exposes unexploded 
bombs left in Laos from Vietnam War
By JULIE HULLETT

“Eternal Harvest,” a social 
awareness film on the continuing 
damage in Laos from the Vietnam 
War, will make its world premiere 
at the Chagrin Documentary Film 
Festival on Sunday.

The 12th annual fest opened on 
Tuesday in Chagrin Falls at the 
Chagrin Falls Intermediate School 
theater with the world premiere of 
“War on the Diamond.” Cleveland 
Indians owner Paul Dolan made 
an appearance. The fest continues 
through this week featuring 97 films 

at three venues and ends on Sunday.    
“Eternal Harvest” explores the 

massive number of bombs that re-
main in Laos today and how civilians 
are killed regularly from the bombs 
that the U.S. did not remove after 
the war.

Co-producers Karen Coates and 
Jerry Redfern of Bosque Farms, New 
Mexico said that the U.S. dropped 
4 billion pounds of explosives on 
Laos between 1964 and 1973 in an 

offshoot of the Vietnam War, mak-
ing Laos the most heavily bombed 
country per capita in the world. Up 
to 30 percent of the bombs did not 
detonate, they said, and remain in 
Laos as unexploded ordnance.

Ms. Coates and Mr. Redfern, a 
married couple, are both  indepen-
dent journalists. Ms. Coates, 50, 
is a writer focusing on food, the 
environment, health and human 

County rejects district’s 
park budget revisions
By BRIAN DOERING 

G e a u g a  C o u n t y  B u d g e t 
Commission members last week 
rejected a revised resolution put 
forth by the Geauga Park District 
that included alternate language 
deemed unnecessary by the county.

In formally accepting the county 
commission’s certificate for the 
park district’s 2022 budget of $4.6 
million, the park board on Sept. 29 
added the phrase, “subject to all 
rights of appeal and/or other legal 
remedies.” 

Geauga County Auditor Charles 
E. Walder, a member of the three-
panel county budget commission, 
explained the reason behind the 
rejection on Sept. 30.   

“There were two resolutions that 

came to the [budget commission] 
meeting, one was dated Sept. 13 that 
we didn’t see until the meeting, and 
the other one was the Sept. 29 that 
they had altered,” Mr. Walder said. 
“We rejected the [Sept.] 29 altered 
rate resolution and we accepted the 
Sept. 13 unaltered rate resolution 
so there is no further action to be 
taken. We can now do our job.”

Executive Director John Oros 
said the revised resolution solidified 
the park board commissioners’ 
appeal of the budget commission’s 
decision. “Our purpose in submit-
ting a revised resolution was to 
show the [Geauga County] Budget 
Commission that the board of park 
commissioners and myself disagree 

Project to restore creek 
at Centerville Mills Park 
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

Bainbridge trustees on Monday 
heard details of a project to repair 
the eroding banks along Lake 
Paterek and restore some of Smith 
Creek at Centerville Mills Park. 

Senior Associate Consultant 
Christina Znidarsic from the Davey 
Resource Group told trustees that 
she has deep ties to the area. “I grew 
up in Geauga County and being 
able to work and play in this area 
is very important to me. My bona 
fides to ecological preservation 
also go deep.” 

Ms. Znidarsic, who is the design 
team leader for Northeast Ohio 
Ecological Consulting, has worked 
for the Chagrin River Watershed 

Partners for eight years.
The in-stream habitat of Smith 

Creek is not in good shape, Ms. 
Znidarsic said.  The lake currently 
occupies 7 acres, she said, and the 
project will reclaim 3 acres for 
wetland restoration, leaving the 
lake the remaining 4 acres.

The budget for the project is 
$430,000 with $400,000 paid 
for through a grant from the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  

 “This project is really not an 
elective,” Trustee Jeffrey S. Markley 
said. “We don’t really have a choice 
and fortunately there was an op-
portunity to do something. It was 
going to go out on its own and we’d 
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Cleveland Indians CFO Paul Dolan and his wife, Karen, made an appearance on the red carpet on Tuesday at the Chagrin 
Falls Intermediate School for the start of the Chagrin Documentary Film Festival. The opening film was “War on the Diamond.” 
The festival continues through Sunday and includes 97 films at three venues. 


