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News

Woodmere  Credit card 

suspension blocks protective 

gear purchases. A2

Region   Giant Eagle 

brings back plastic bags to 

slow spread of COVID-19. A4

Russell  Rescue Village 

modifies services. A4

Bainbridge    Food 

bank steps up to help 

families. A6

Solon  City strives to 

protect workers’ health. A7 

Primary  Groups oppose 

moving election to June. A7

Solon  Older residents feel 

lonely staying at home. A7

Geauga   Nonprofit 

helping kids buy Wi-Fi as 

schools close. A8

Hunting Valley   
County Line Road project to 

restart soon. A8

Geauga   Panel declares 

virus state of emergency. A8

Kenston  BOE 

commends students, staff. A9

Woodmere   Chagrin 

widening delayed one year. 

A10

SPORTS

Chagrin   Grad is 

pioneer to women execs in 

NBA. A16

Kenston   Kostoff takes 

Lady Bomber coaching reins. 

A16

Families find silver lining to distance learning
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Students and parents alike are 

making adjustments as they wrap 

their heads around distance learning 

under Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine’s 

March 12 order to close schools for 

an “extended spring break.”

With the outbreak of the novel 

coronavirus, COVID-19, Gov. 

DeWine closed schools to help 

prevent the spread of the virus 

from the end of the day March 16 

through April 3. He now hints at pos-

sibly extending this further, though 

nothing official had been ordered as 
of Wednesday morning.

For Chagrin Falls schools, spring 

break officially started on March 23 
after the district had its trial run of 

continuing education from home 

March 18 through Friday, but the 

now-online schools will be back in 

session Monday. So far, parents and 

students are still getting used to the 

changes. They, however,  commend 

the district’s ability to manage the 

online learning and are looking at 

the situation’s silver linings.

Adjusting to change
“It’s been a fundamental change 

for our family,” said Jessica Allen 

of South Russell. The mom of three 

said that as a fundraising consultant, 

she works from home anyway, “but 

it’s different to have a house full of 
kids all day who are also needing to 

have some guidance on their own 

school work.”

She added, however, that the fam-

ily is “rolling with” the changes, 

noting that they agree with the 

governor’s decision to close the 

schools and that the district has done 

well to manage the changes.

Ashley Weingart of Moreland 

Hills agreed that despite the uncer-

tainty surrounding constant changes 

on the coronavirus mandates, “I feel 

that Chagrin Falls [schools] has done 

an exceptional job of communicating 

with all the parents.”

With running her own business in 

the food industry, Perfectly Imperfect 

Produce, running a household and 

making sure that her three kids are 

Local governments determining  
how to operate under COVID-19
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

With state mandates restricting 

large gatherings due to COVID-19, 

the novel coronavirus, or even leav-

ing the house unless necessary, 

local governing officials are grap-

pling with how to maintain public 

meetings.

Some entities in the Chagrin 

Valley have opted to cancel certain 

meetings unless absolutely neces-

sary with concerns about in-person 

requirements for board or council 

members under the Ohio Open 

Meetings Act.

After Ohio Department of Health 

Director Dr. Amy Acton ordered the 

limitation of mass gatherings earlier 

this month in a press conference 

with Gov. Mike DeWine, Ohio 

Attorney General Dave Yost of-

fered guidance to local governments 

on how to proceed with public 

meetings.

“In the interest of stopping the 

spread of this highly communicable 

disease, both [Dr. Acton and Gov. 

DeWine] urged Ohioans to stay 

home and avoid unnecessary contact 

with one another. Thus, we are now 

presented with a situation in which 

a public body might not be able to 

comply with both the terms of the 

order and the Open Meetings Act,” 

Mr. Yost said in a March 13 letter 

to local officials. “Stopping the 

business of government is not an 

Virus now changing protocols for  

first responders, medical centers 
By JULIE HULLETT

The outbreak of COVID-19 has 

left first responders and hospital 
staff on the frontlines of protecting 
themselves and their patients. Cases 

of the coronavirus in Ohio continue 

to rise. On Tuesday, Dr. Amy Acton, 

director of the Ohio Department of 

Health, said that there were 564 

confirmed cases and eight deaths 
in Ohio. There is no vaccine for 

the novel coronavirus.

“It has changed every aspect of 

our job,” said Lt. Dillon Crouse, 

EMS coordinator for the Chagrin 

Valley Fire Department.

He said that MetroHealth Medical 

Center, University Hospitals of 

Cleveland and the Cleveland Clinic 

have all worked together to de-

velop one common protocol for a 

COVID-19 response. Dispatchers 

at Chagrin Valley Dispatch now ask 

screening questions of the caller, 

such as whether they have a fever, 

chills, cough or shortness of breath. 

If the caller does show such 

symptoms linked to COVID-19, 

paramedics and emergency medical 

technicians wear more personal 

protective equipment. Lt. Crouse 

said that the protective equip-

ment includes eye protection, the 

N95 mask, gowns and gloves. 

Every patient, whether they show 

COVID-19 symptoms or not, will 

also wear a mask. Research shows 
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Times Photo

This early witch-hazel found in Chagrin Falls this week lightens the landscape long before other plants awaken for spring. 
The lovely yellow blossoms are a sure sign for hope of a better tomorrow.   Residents have a chance to spend more time 
outside under Ohio’s stay-at-home order due to the coronavirus. Temperatures should hit 60 degrees today and remain in 
the high-50s and low-60s over the weekend. Rain is predicted for Saturday and Sunday.

Blossoms of hope 
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