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Treasurer worried about 
impact of proposed HB 1 
By MICHELE COLLINS

At a recent Solon Board of 

Education meeting, Solon Schools 

Treasurer Tim Pickana said he is 

worried about what the proposed 

Ohio House Bill 1 could do to the 

revenue the school district receives 

from Solon property and income 

taxes.  

If passed, Ohio House Bill 1 could 

increase the residents’ property tax 

bill while lessening the amount of 

revenue the school district receives, 

he said.

It could be as bad for the district’s 

finances as the recent change in 

tangible personal property (TPP), 

he added.

The bill, which was introduced 

by State Rep. Adam Mathews 

(R-Lebanon), is being considered at 

this time, according to Mr. Pickana.

“Much could change before it 

comes up for a vote,” Mr. Pickana said.  

If passed in its current form, how-

ever, HB 1 would do the following:

• Apply a single income tax rate 

of 2.75% under most circumstances, 

which is referred to as flattening 
the tax rate.

• Eliminate the 10% property tax 

rollback reimbursement for schools 

and local governments, which, on 

“Jake-of-all-trades”
By MICHELE COLLINS

J
ake Gehrt is the proverbial Jack, 
or rather “Jake”-of-all-trades. 

The Solon High School 
senior plays varsity football 

and lacrosse, plays trombone in 

the school band, is a member of 

the Music in Motion show choir 

stage crew, and last fall, fulfilled  

requirements to earn the rank of 

Eagle Scout by completing a con-

struction project at Pioneer Memorial 

Presbyterian Church. 

“My project was to renovate the 

outdoor classroom space for the 

preschoolers,” said Jake. “I cleaned 

up around the fence, I built two 

garden beds, I also created some 

outdoor musical instruments for the 

kids to play on, and created a water 

feature along the fence.”

The musical instruments consist 

of colorful PVC pipes which make 

different sounds when struck. They 
are encased in well-built wooden 

holders designed to last the test of 

time and Ohio’s weather. 

Jake also created a water feature 

which is a favorite activity for the 

preschool’s 50 students.

The humble teen said he really 

did not think it was difficult to have 
done all of those school activities 

while spending more than 120 hours 

planning and renovating the outdoor 
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Jake Gehrt, a senior at Solon High School, recently completed his Eagle Scout project for the preschool at Pioneer Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, renovating an outdoor classroom space. He did the 120-hour project while also playing varsity football 
and lacrosse and playing trombone in the school’s band.

City Service Union shows 
solidarity at council meeting
By MICHELE COLLINS

Hard to miss in their safety-yellow-
colored work clothes, over 30 members 
of the Solon Service Department, LLC, 
the city’s newest union, attended the 
March 6 Solon City Council meeting, 
along with their lawyer, to show their 
solidarity in negotiating with the city 
for a new contract.

The workers hope the city will 
provide them a compensation 
program that retains city service 
workers.

“We have been negotiating with 
the city since September,” said 
James Orosz, a service department 
member and Solon resident. “Our 
main goal is to be paid in a way 

that retains employees. We have 
been losing employees to other 
cities because of our pay system.”

He said that over the last 15 years, 
he estimated that as many as 30 
service department employees have 
left Solon to go to other cities’ 
service departments for better pay 
and overtime allowances.

“We want to be competitive and 
retain employees to keep providing 
the city with the services it wants to 
be the number one city in Northeast 
Ohio,” he added.
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