
Meany questions increased 
costs for Arbordale project
By SUE REID

One city official pushed back 
when it came to another change 
order associated with the $2 million 
Arbordale reconstruction project.

During the City Council Public 
Works Committee meeting last week, 
Councilwoman Nancy E. Meany 
questioned a $115,000 change order 
request to be paid to Fabrizi Trucking 
and Paving, a portion of which ad-
dressed utility conflicts.

According to the contract, Fabrizi 
is responsible for coordination of 
utility support or relocation.

They have requested two other 
change orders for idle time and lost 
production time as a result of third 
party utilities not being relocated in 
a timely fashion. They had walked 
off the job in July for about six 

weeks due to a direct conflict with 
the AT&T mainline cable.

As of this past December, $41,788 
was paid to Fabrizi for project ac-
celeration and other items linked to 
utility conflicts. The contractor is 
requesting an additional $115,351 
for lost production and standby 
time. If approved, the city will pay 
the company a total of $157,140 for 
utility conflicts. 

“Ultimately the committee and 
council has to decide what path (to 
take),” Public Works Commissioner 
William J. Drsek said. “If we turn 
this change order down, it will end 
up in court.

“If you approve it, you will 
avoid litigation,” he said. If council 
wishes, the city can press AT&T 
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Society explores offer 
to move Lynch house 
By SUE REID

With the demolition of the Lynch 
house about three weeks away, 
developments continue to unfold, 
including the possibility of mov-
ing the home before it meets the 
wrecking ball.

Solon Councilman Robert 
Shimits, president of the Solon 
Historical Society, said Monday 
that someone has expressed interest 
in moving the home. Mr. Shimits 
said he could not divulge the man’s 
name at this time.

“He’s shown some definite inter-
est in moving it and saving it,” Mr. 
Shimits said, and with partnering 
with the Solon Historical Society.

Mr. Shimits said he was go-
ing to alert city officials of this 

development this week.
Solon City Council approved 

the demolition of the home, and 
Mayor Edward H. Kraus upheld 
that decision, with a target date of 
March 5. Mayor Kraus had extended 
that date following council’s meet-
ing earlier this month to give the 
society time to ensure that whatever 
historic artifacts are in the home 
are preserved.

“I’m a strong advocate for not 
only our history in our commu-
nity but for the historical society 
themselves,” Mayor Kraus said. “I 
want to do whatever I can to help 
and partner with them.

“After council made the decision, 
there was no other viable way to keep 
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State of city
Mayor Kraus tips his 
hat to Team Solon
By SUE REID

With humor, poignancy and a nod to 
this year’s bicentennial, Mayor Edward 
H. Kraus donned a black top hat and 
cape in opening Tuesday’s annual State 

of the City address.
For the more than 150 people in 

attendance at the Solon Chamber of 
Commerce’s first luncheon program 
of the year, Mayor Kraus transformed 
into “Samuel Bull,” one of the city’s 
founding fathers and proceeded to give 
a timeline of the city’s past.

Mayor Kraus’ wife, Bonnie, left, and former Mayor 
Charles Smercina’s widow, Dorothy “Dottie” share 
a few words at the address, the Solon Chamber of 
Commerce’s first luncheon of the year.
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Donning a black top hat and cape like city founder Samuel Bull, Mayor Edward H. Kraus, above, addresses more than 150 
people in attendance at the Solon’s State of the City address at Signature of Solon Tuesday. 


