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Fairmount Center for 
the Arts, 8400 Fairmount 
Road in Russell: Exhibit “Works 
in Paint & Paper,” featuring 
the art of Elisabeth Licata, 
on display through Dec. 21. 
Information: 440-338-3171.

Music Notes
Burton Public 
Library, 14588 W. Park 
St. in Burton: The Chardon 
Polka Band will perform their 
holiday sing-along concert for 
all ages Dec. 4 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. No registration needed. 
Information: 440-834-4466.

Bainbridge Township 
Town Hall, 17826 Chillicother 
Road (Route 306) in Bainbridge: 
Hepcat Revival plays live for the 
Bainbridge Swing Dance at 9 p.m. 
on Dec. 6. Cost is $10 for youths 
ages 9-17, $15 for adults, $35 for 
families and free for children ages 
8 and younger. Information: 216-
316-0068.

Stage Lines
Mayfield Village Civic 
Center, 6622 Wilson Mills 
Road in Mayfield: Fairmount 
Youth Theatre presents “Beauty 
& the Beast Jr.” Nov. 22 and 23 
at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 24 at 2 
p.m. Cost is $10 for adults, $8 
for senior citizens and students 
and free for children 3 years 
and younger. Information: 440-
338-3171.

Geauga Lyric Theatre 
Guild, 101 Water St. in 
Chardon: “Peter Pan: A Musical 
Adventure” shows Friday and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. from Nov. 
22 through Dec. 15. Tickets are 
$18 for adults, $15 for senior 
citizens and students and $12 
for children age 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-286-2255.

Auburn Community 
Church at Century 
Village, 14653 E. Park 
St. in Burton: Curtain 440 
presents “Anne of Green 
Gables” at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 
11 and 12. Tickets are $6. 
Information: curtain440.com/
AnneOfGreenGables2019.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our new e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.

Berkshire strikes deal with village over tap-in fee
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Averting a near complete collapse 
in talks last week, Burton Village 
officials were able to strike a deal 
with Berkshire school officials for 
payment on an estimated $315,000 
water tap-in fee.

Members of Burton Village 
Council voted unanimously to set 

up a 10-year payment plan after 
school officials had threatened to 
cut off talks and take the village to 
court over the demand for payment. 
The agreement called for the school 
to pay $50,000 to cover the first 
two years of payment plan and the 
remainder over the next eight.

“We’re going to leave you with 

a letter,” Berkshire Superintendent 
John Stoddard told council as he 
interrupted talks over the payment 
and walked to the council table to 
deliver the letter. That letter included 
what Village Solicitor Todd Hicks 
described as a “drop dead date” for 
answering the school’s attorneys 
over the payments.

School officials had maintained 
the district had only $50,000 bud-
geted for the tap-in fee.

The two sides momentarily en-
gaged in a discussion of possible 
litigation with Mr. Hicks saying 
the village is under no obligation to 
provide water to a property outside 

Church seeks state grant to 
bolster sanctuary security 
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Chardon City Council threw its 
full support last week behind a 
state grant that would provide a 
safer sanctuary for city and county 
residents who face disasters.

Council voted unanimously to 
support an application by Chardon 
United Methodist Church for a 
STRONG Ohio Safety and Security 
grant that will provide up to 
$100,000 for security improvements 
at the church at 515 North St.

Mike Williams, a city resident 
and disaster response coordinator, 
said the church serves as a certified 
Red Cross Shelter. The grant will 
provide added security not only for 
the shelter, but the play fields behind 
the church where youth gather for 

recreation.
“We see it as an important activ-

ity for the city and county,” Mr. 
Williams said.

He said the shelter has already 
proved to be a refuge for county and 
city residents. He said the shelter 
recently opened its doors for three 
overnight stays for residents of a 
Hambden Township mobile home 
park where residents were left with-
out power during winter months.

City Manager Randal Sharpe 
said city residents along Wilson 
Mills also turned to the shelter as 
a warming center when they lost 
power in the cold.

The grant funding is available 
to enhance safety and security 

Chardon OKs zone change 
for housing development
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Chardon City Council cleared the 
way for a new housing development 
in the city last week, approving a 
zoning change for a 21-acre parcel 
on North Hambden Street.

Council voted unanimously 
following a public hearing last 
week on the zoning change which 
altered the zoning from traditional 
R-2 residential to a planned unit 
development.

Hambden Street resident Cindy 
Sague offered the only comment 
in opposition saying she feared 
even longer waits to get out of her 
driveway because of the added 
traffic from the proposed 31-house 
development. She said she already 
waits 5 minutes to pull out of her 

driveway in the morning because 
of existing traffic. “I’m not happy,” 
she told council.

Steve Yaney, the city’s commu-
nity development administrator, said 
Thistle Creek is being developed on 
the north side of North Hambden 
Street, just west of Grant Street.

He noted that if the property were 
being planned under the traditional 
zoning, the developer, Sommers 
Development Group, could have 
built 36 houses. 

Mr. Yaney also said planned unit 
development zoning calls for 25 
percent open space, or 5.2 acres 
of the property, but plans for this 
project call for preserving 7.8 acres. 
He said the open space will include 
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Drifts linger in parts of Lake Metroparks Farmpark in Kirkland after an early November snowfall left a 6-inch blanket across 
Geauga and Lake counties. Though some enjoy snow in anticipation of Thanksgiving next week, warmer temperatures in the 
upper 30s and 40s are predicted through the weekend and early next week.

Prelude to Thanksgiving


