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News

Pepper Pike City works 
to solve flooding issues. A2

Region    Restaurants 
expand outdoor seating due 
to virus restrictions. A3

Solon   Drive-thru lane 
gets thumbs up. A7

Russell   Trustees review 
security measures for 
recycling center. A10

Chardon  Panel 
approves plans for new 
subdivision. A10

Woodmere   Residents 
want opinions reflected in 
master plan. A11

South Russell   
Council extends septic tank 
rules. A13

Ohio House speaker arrested 
in bribery scheme. A16

Features 

Solon   St. Rita welcomes 
new administrator. B1

Geauga   Parks offer 
journaling program. B1

Pepper Pike    Former 
resident has bright idea for 
app. B1

Sports    

Cycling   Russell resident  
goes on 4,000 mile coast-to-
coast trip. B7

All in-school  
or all remote? 
Parents question 
Kenston’s plan 
By JULIE HULLETT

When the Kenston Local School 
District released its reopening plan 
last week, the district was met with 
a barrage of opposition from par-
ents who were concerned about the 
safety of their children during the 

ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
K e n s t o n  a n n o u n c e d  i t s 

Responsible Restart Plan on July 
15, which calls for students going 
back to school full-time in person 
this fall. Parents who do not want 

INSIDE:  West G BOE discusses 
two models for reopening, online 
or onsite. A4

Plans unclear as Axiom withdraws city application
By JULIE HULLETT

P E P P E R  P I K E  —  A x i o m 
Development Group withdrew its 
rezoning application Monday that 
was before City Council. On Tuesday 
morning, Axiom’s initiative peti-
tion signatures were certified by the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 

allowing the issue to go before voters 
during the Nov. 3 election.

But Axiom’s attorney Dale 
Markowitz shared a letter with 
Mayor Richard Bain and City 
Council saying that the company will 
immediately get to work on making 
revisions to the zoning amendment 

based on comments from council last 
week and an analysis done by City 
Planner George Smerigan.

Mr. Markowitz also noted that 
residents will not have to vote on 
the rezoning of the Beech Brook, 
New Directions and the Parker/
Passov properties during the general 

election. He said that Axiom’s Nov. 
3 deadline has become a “major 
stumbling block” in collaborating 
with the residents and council. 

Mr. Markowitz said that Axiom 
will not yet withdraw its petition at 
the elections board but will do so 
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After Kenston Local School District released its plan to return to school full-time in person this fall, the Board of Education 
received questions and concerns from residents.  Board President Beth Krause, center, and Superintendent Nancy Santilli, 
right, shared further details about the reopening plan at the board meeting on Monday. 

Various parents and community members spoke at the Kenston 
Board of Education meeting on Monday, including Afreen 
Siddiqa, who said that children taking classes virtually should 
not fall behind their peers who are in the classroom in person. Turn to School on Page 4

Turn to Counsel  on Page 6

Turn to Axiom on Page 6

Commission OKs outside legal counsel for Grendell
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

While “tax dollars” may not have 
been used for the purchase of adver-
tisements or robocalls, they certainly 
will pay for legal fees between the 
Geauga County Probate and Juvenile 
Court and Auditor’s Office.

Geauga County Commissioners 

on Tuesday unanimously approved 
the use of outside legal counsel for 
Probate and Juvenile Court Judge 
Timothy Grendell for legal action 
against Auditor Charles Walder 
in the Ohio Supreme Court. The 
issue involves what is now nearly 
$50,000 in outstanding expenditures, 

according to court officials.
The commissioners during their 

regular meeting approved Stephen 
Funk of Roetzel and Andress LPA, 
an Akron law firm, for legal coun-
sel. Mr. Funk will represent Judge 
Grendell at a rate of $300 per hour, 
not to exceed $10,000 without prior 

approval.
The approval comes from a list of 

recommended firms from the judge 
himself, the commissioners said, and 
is in response to Judge Grendell’s 
request earlier this month for the 
pursuit of outside legal counsel for 


