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An act of  
kindness

College student’s 
food pantry aids 
families in area
By SUE REID

Nadia Malik, who started a food 
pantry last year, is reaching out to 
help area residents facing cutbacks 
in work hours and job losses during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Ms. Malik, 18, a 2019 graduate of 
Hathaway Brown, decided as part 
of her senior project to start a food 
pantry in Richmond Heights, an area 

she found through research as being 
impacted by hunger. She had been 
volunteering since the eighth grade 
at the Solon Food Pantry.

“I hoped to make the same im-
pact,” the Solon resident said.

Ms. Malik, who is majoring in 
legal studies at American University 
in Washington, D.C., said the pantry 
continued last week and is especially 
necessary now.

“This is very important at this 
time,” Ms. Malik said. “It’s really 
an uncertain time.

“We will not shut down the 
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Solon resident Nadia Malik, 18, leads a volunteer effort last week for a drive-up food pantry at the Muslim Association of 
Cleveland East mosque in Richmond Heights. A 2019 graduate of Hathaway Brown, Ms. Malik began the food pantry a year 
ago and said it is crucial to continue, especially in light of the coronavirus pandemic. Instead of individuals coming into the 
mosque for food, a drive up system was put in place for safety. About 120 families were fed that day.
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Fireworks show, summer fests  
in limbo due to COVID-19 
By SUE REID

Solon’s annual July 4 fireworks 
show and other summer events 
are in limbo due to the uncertainty 
surrounding containment efforts of 
the novel coronavirus.

The Solon City Council Finance 
Committee last month was consider-
ing a bid for the fireworks show sub-
mitted by American Fireworks. Solon 
in the past has spent about $25,000 
on the show that draws hundreds of 
people to the community park. 

The consensus of the committee 
was to first determine if the city 
could get its money back if the 
show needed to be canceled. 

Since cases of COVID-19 began 

escalating last month, Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine closed schools, sit-
down restaurants and nonessential 
businesses to cut down on person-to-
person contact. As a result, concerts 
and other large gatherings have 
been called off to stop the highly 
contagious virus from spreading.

Health officials are uncertain how 
long the restrictions will be needed, 
but they likely will be enforced at least 
until the end of April or even into May. 

“I had every intention of doing all 
that and going forward and having 
these events,” Mayor Edward H. 
Kraus said of the fireworks, “but 
right now it’s even premature to say.

Nestle steps up support 
during the health crisis
By SUE REID

Nestle USA, Solon’s second larg-
est employer, is doing its part locally 
and globally to support employees 
and others during the COVID-19 
health crisis. 

Nestle spokeswoman Dana 
Stambaugh said that at its Solon 
operation, the company is provid-
ing additional compensation to all 
frontline workers, applied on top of 
regular and overtime rates. 

Nestle also is guaranteeing at 
least 12 weeks of regular wages in 
the event of a partial or full facility 
closure, and full income in the case 
of quarantine or sick leave, she said.

Nestle also expanded its health 
benefits to include telemedicine 
visits with doctors, Ms. Stambaugh 
said, as well as prescription deliv-
ery, mental health care, childcare 
and coverage for medical tests for 
COVID-19 at no cost.

The company has tailored re-
sources giving employees new ways 
of working, she said, including 
remote communications tools.

“To help us take on this challenge, 
we’re hiring more than 2,000 new 
Nestle employees at facilities across the 
United States,” Ms. Stambaugh said.

Nestle, which originated as 
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