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Village seeking feedback on proposed playground
By SUE REID

The Chagrin Falls community is 
being asked once again to weigh in 
on designs for a new playground 
in Riverside Park, this time in the 
form of a committee representing 10 
organizations.

Following a recommendation of 
the village’s Facilities and Services 
Committee Monday, Village Council 
by a unanimous vote approved a 
motion to form an RFP submission 
evaluation committee made up of one 
representative selected by each of the 
10 local organizations identified as 

well as seven members at large, one 
appointed by each council representa-
tive, for a total committee of 17.

Committee members must reside in 
the Village of Chagrin Falls.

Organizations identified include the 
Parent Teacher Organizations of all 
four Chagrin Falls schools including 
Gurney Elementary School, Chagrin 
Falls Intermediate School, Chagrin 
Falls Middle School and Chagrin 
Falls High School as well as the 
village’s Beautification Committee, 
Chagrin Falls Tiger Prep, the Chagrin 
Falls Dad’s Club, the Chagrin Valley 
Jaycees, the Rec Center and the 

Chagrin Falls Historical Society.
The committee members will be 

charged with narrowing down the 
proposals to the top three, with the final 
decision on design made by Village 
Council. 

Proposals for the playground were 
due by noon today, Oct. 27 with ap-
pointments by these organizations 
made by Nov. 11.

If the village receives just three 
proposals or less, it will be determined 
what role, if any, the citizen committee 
will have.

 “We should do this right versus 
doing it fast,” Councilwoman Angie 

DeBernardo, also a member of the 
Facilities and Services Committee, 
said, noting that if it was just Village 
Council making the decision on nar-
rowing down the designs to the top 
three, the timeline could move quicker.

“We can do it faster, but I’m not 
sure faster is the right way to go at this 
juncture,” she said. “There is a value 
to opening it up to a larger segment 
of the community than just the people 
who sit here.”

“I like the idea of a broader com-
mittee,” added Councilman and 

Beards for a cause
Local police officers 
are forgoing shaving 
to raise money for kids 
battling for their lives

By SUE REID

Chagrin Falls police officers may 
be looking a bit scruffier than normal 
these days – and there’s good reason 
behind it.

In fact, the hair on their face is 
purposeful – and speaks to a greater 
mission.

Six officers on the force are 
taking part in No Shave/No Trim 
Wishvember, a drive kicking off 

on Tuesday, Nov. 1 and benefiting a 
Special Wish Northeast Ohio, which 
grants wishes for children battling 
life-threatening illnesses.

The Chagrin officers are among 
several other local departments 
taking part in the drive – and let-
ting their facial hair grow – with 
others including Solon, Pepper Pike, 
Hunting Valley, South Russell, and 
more.

Last year, Chagrin raised nearly 
$2,500 for the organization, and 
hopes to top that this year.

As part of the friendly competition 
between departments, officers will 
compete with one another to not 
only raise funds, but to grow out 
their best beard or mustache through 

the month of November.
The cause holds special meaning 

to local officers.
“There have been people in my 

family who have had major medical 
issues, and also people here that I 
work with and care about,” Lt. Jason 
Weiskopf, who is coordinating the 
effort in Chagrin Falls for the past 
four years, said.

Chagrin Falls Sgt. Jason Fischer 
was 37 when he was diagnosed with 
Hodgkins Lymphoma in November 
of 2021.

“I had to go through chemotherapy 
and radiation and the full gamut 
of cancer surgeries,” Sgt. Fischer, 
now 38 and a father of two young 

$2.2M 
Haskins 
Road work 
nearly done
By JOAN DEMIRJIAN

Motorists will soon be able to drive 
on Haskins Road in Bainbridge on the 
stretch of road between Taylor May 
and Crackel.

Work on the project began back in 
March focusing on the ditches with 
a majority of the reconstruction oc-
curring over the course of the last 
several weeks.

The $2.2 million project covers 1.5 
miles, and is being done by Chagrin 
Valley Paving of Auburn, the prime 
contractor on the work. During the 
project, the road has been open only 
to residents who live on the road.

Bainbridge Trustee Jeff Markley 
said safety played an important role 
in the need for the work being done. 
The project included widening the 
road and some hills were shaved or cut 
down for better line of sight. Utility 
poles were relocated.  Removal of 
trees along the right of way was a 
separate project and cost in excess of 
$70,000, he said.

The Haskins Road improvement 
project was two to three years in the 
planning and was engineered by the 
Geauga County Engineer’s Office. 
The project did not include the section 
of Haskins Road that runs north from 
Taylor May Road to Bainbridge Road. 

Bainbridge Road Superintendent 
John Brett said the actual final paving 
part of the project was slated for three 
weeks but was just done in three days, 
with the contractor working from 
sunup to sundown this past weekend.

Before the road can be opened to 
through traffic, however, guard rails 
and road signage must be installed, 
Mr. Brett said. There are two bridges 
on the roadway, and one requires the 
guard rails. When those guard rails will 
be delivered was not known earlier 
this week.

A construction meeting was to be 
held this week, and the road will soon 
be open, he said. “We won’t know 
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Chagrin Falls Police Sgt. Jason Fischer is among the six officers on the force taking part 
in “No Shave/No Trim Wishvember,” a drive kicking off Tuesday and benefitting a Special 
Wish Northeast Ohio, an organization that grants wishes for children battling life-threatening 
illnesses. Sgt. Fischer, who was diagnosed in 2021 with Hodgkins Lymphoma, has been in 
remission for over a year.  


