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Health board says no sports, many schools a go
By TONY LANGE

The hopes of a fall sports season 
took a major blow last Thursday, but 
not all school districts are waving 
the white flag just yet. 

Two days before official prac-
tices were scheduled to start, the 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
recommended that schools begin the 
fall semester remotely because of 
concerns associated with the spread 
of COVID-19. That recommenda-
tion also included the cessation of 
extracurricular activities, including 
sports. 

In compliance, practice fields 
throughout the county were ghost 
towns on Saturday. 

Chagrin Falls Superintendent 
Robert Hunt sent out a message 

last Thursday to families in his 
district that Tiger athletics would 
be suspended through Aug. 9, ex-
plaining that schools and residents 
in the community are split between 
Cuyahoga and Geauga counties, 

INSIDE Cuyahoga schools switch 
to virtual-only classes. A2
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Supplying 
some safety
Auburn manufacturer receives state 
PPE grant to produce face shields

By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

After receiving a state PPE grant, a 
local Auburn Township manufacturer 
is doing its part to ensure Ohioans 
have access to personal protective 
equipment in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Essential Sealing Products, a 
manufacturer and distributor of 
industrial sealing and protective 
equipment, received a $243,000 
grant from the Ohio PPE Retooling 
and Reshoring Program in mid-July, 
which the manufacturer will use for 
the purchase of a CNC machine and 
tooling that will be able to mass 

produce face shields.
President and CEO of the manu-

facturing company, Susan Pyle of 
Auburn, said she found out about 
the grant in early July and applied 
as soon as she could.

“I’m happy to step up and do what 
we can,” Mrs. Pyle said, who runs 
the business with her husband, Bruce 
– and their dog, Major. “Wherever 
we can help the community or the 
state, Geauga County, we want to 
be a part of that.”

Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced 
the formation of the PPE program on 

Officials claim Geauga health director is “attacking” county fair
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Fair board officials claimed in a 
July 29 letter that Geauga County 
Health Commissioner Thomas 
Quade is “attacking” the Great 
Geauga County Fair due to what 
they called “political posturing and 
bullying.”

In the letter addressed to County 

Commissioner Timothy Lennon, 
signed by fair board President David 
Parker and Secretary Paul Harris, 
officials said the health commis-
sioner allegedly refused to review 
their plans for running the fair with 
COVID-19 strategies and said he 
would send them a list of points 
from the state’s Responsible Restart 
plan for guidance. 

Mr. Lennon said during the 
commissioners’ regular meeting 
Tuesday that the issue is “water 
under the bridge” because of Gov. 
Mike DeWine’s order last week 
to reduce all county fairs to junior 
fairs beginning in August. The 
198th Great Geauga County Fair 
is scheduled for Sept. 3-7.

The fair board’s letter also claims 

that just hours after receiving a mes-
sage that the health board would 
not shut down the fair after a July 
22 meeting, they received a motion 
that the board voted to recommend 
the fair hold only a junior fair.

Fair officials said they never 
received the Responsible Restart 
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Susan Pyle, pictured, of Auburn Township, the president and CEO of the manufacturing company Essential Sealing Products, 
received a $243,000 grant from the Ohio PPE Retooling and Reshoring Program to produce face shields to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.


