
Bentley upsets Magill 
in Ward 1 council race
By SUE REID

Solon Incumbent Councilman 
Douglas A. Magill lost his seat 
to Eugene Macke Bentley during 
the general election Tuesday in 
the highly watched and tight Ward 
1 race.

According to unofficial results 
from the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections, Mr. Magill had 432 votes 
or 48.59 percent while Mr. Bentley 
garnered 457 votes or 51.41 percent 
of the ballots cast in the nonpartisan 
race. Just 25 votes separated the 
two candidates. 

Incumbent Ward 3 Councilman 

Jeremy A. Zelwin retained his 
seat defeating John T. Scott, while 
Incumbent Councilwoman Nancy E. 
Meany beat Peter Shanes for Ward 
5. Ward 7 Councilman William I. 
Russo ran unopposed.

Results will be certified later this 
month by the elections board. The 
new four-year Solon council terms 
will begin Dec. 1.

Mr. Bentley, 57, said Wednesday, 
“I am very happy and very excited 
of the outcome. Obviously it took a 
whole team and the support of my 
neighbors and friends of ward 1 and 

Mixed-use zoning approved 
for 21 acres off Aurora Road
By SUE REID

Solon City voters on Tuesday 
approved Issue 65, a new zoning 
classification centering on the long-
discussed and debated Liberty Ford 
site and surrounding area on Aurora 
Road.

According to unofficial results 
from the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections, the issue passed citywide 
with a total of 3,398 votes or 63.43 
percent with 1,959 or 36.57 percent 
opposing. It also passed in the af-
fected Ward 6.

Mayor Edward H. Kraus said 
following the election, “For me, 
I’m just really, really excited and 

I want to thank the voters.
“I think people took the time to 

go through and to find out what 
was in the ordinance and what was 
the mixed use and the exact zoning 
change,” he said. “I think in the end, 
people are excited about progress 
and sort of turning the page.”

The approval will allow for the 
rezoning to a mixed-use district that 
covers 21.76 acres and will allow 
the land to be developed for such 
uses as restaurants, retail, residential 
and office space.

The Liberty Ford site, measuring 
about 6.5 acres, is under option 
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City consider $4.8 million in projects for 2020
By SUE REID

A total of $6.7 million in capital 
requests for 2020 in the city of Solon 
has been reduced to about $4.8 mil-
lion as the budget process continues 
for city officials.

Finance Director Matthew Rubino 
explained that the first round of 
meetings has occurred with Mayor 
Edward H. Kraus, and depart-
ment heads and requests are being 
reviewed and prioritized for the 

coming year. In addition, funding 
ability is being determined.

The initial requests have been 
prioritized, and the $4.8 million 
includes a $1 million project carried 
forward from 2019, which is a new 
Solon Senior Center parking lot. 

In weighing the requests and re-
ducing the numbers, an internal work 
group reviews projects and looks 
at the health and safety concerns 
associated with them. They also 
looked at what items were “critical” 

for next year, Mr. Rubino said.
“They are all important,” Mr. 

Rubino noted of the requests, “and 
we are fortunate that the requests 
we get are items that are needed to 
maintain service levels, not looking 
at (a lot of) brand new things.”

“A lot of our facility projects are 
being phased or shifted back into 
the plan,” Mr. Rubino said.

If funding ability changes for next 
year, those projects will be moved 
back into 2020, he added.

Solon funds its capital projects 
with cash, Mr. Rubino explained. 
There is a projected operating margin 
in the general fund.

“A majority of those resources 
are used to fund the general capital 
plan,” he said. “There is a significant 
linkage between the general operat-
ing budget and the ability to fund 
requests in the capital plan.”

The city has some ongoing funding 
sources in addition to the general 
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Celebrating Tuesday’s general election results are, from left, Solon Councilman Jeremy A. Zelwin, Councilman Bob Shimits, 
Mayor Edward H. Kraus, Planning Commission Chairman Eugene Macke Bentley and Councilwoman Nancy E. Meany at 
RollHouse Entertainment in Solon on Tuesday night after the polls closed.  Mr. Zelwin, Ward 3, and Mrs. Meany, Ward 5, 
retained their council seats on Tuesday. Mr. Bentley defeated incumbent Councilman Douglas A. Magill for the Ward 1 seat, 
according to unofficial tallies. 

Election Day draws voters


