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New buzz in town
By BARBARA CHRISTIAN 

When Saren Peetz and Ian Phillips 
moved from Leesburg, Maryland, 
to Chagrin Falls last summer, they 
brought the usual household stuff – 
furniture, kitchen equipment, tons of 
“miscellaneous” and three beehives 
with the honeybees in residence.

So, how was that done, exactly? 
Very carefully, as the old joke goes.  

When asked to explain how the 
feat was accomplished, the two nov-
ice beekeepers shot each other a look 
that said “never again.” According 
to Mr. Phillips “there is just no good 
way.”

Then he described how they first 
had to calm the bees with smoke from 
a handheld pitcher-like device with 
attached bellows which when squeezed 
sends out a cloud of smoky fog. 

Wrangling straggler bees into the 
hives is next, and then the couple 
wrapped the hives to discourage 
escapees and loaded the cargo into 
the back of a pickup truck. 

With everything secure, Ms. Peetz, 
26, and Mr. Phillips, 29, set out on 
their 5-hour road trip to their new 
residence and bee yard on Olive 
Street.

“And so far no complaints from 

the neighbors,” he said. 
“We checked, and bees are allowed 

in Chagrin Falls,” Ms. Peetz added.
Just three months later the couple 

and their bees are making honey, 
processing the harvest from 20 
comb frames which are put into 
a centrifuge that extracts the raw 
honey into what looks like a large 

Beekeepers bring 
sweet business  
to Olive Street

Gates Mills ponders tax credit 
reduction in the face of deficit
By JULIE HULLETT

GATES MILLS — In an effort 
to decrease the operating deficit, 
council members last week dis-
cussed a decrease in the income 
tax credit to bring more revenue to 
the village. Councilman Jay “Chip” 
AuWerter, who introduced the ordi-
nance, emphasized that it was only 
a “placeholder” until officials know 
what the budget will be for 2020. 
He said the income tax legislation 
probably would not move forward.

Gates Mills has a 1-percent 
income tax, but residents paying 
income taxes in the different munici-
pality in which they work receive 

a 0.5 percent credit, according to 
village Treasurer Tim Reynolds. The 
ordinance proposes to decrease the 
tax credit from 0.5 percent to 0.25 
percent. In short, residents who are 
eligible for the credit would pay 
0.75 percent in income taxes instead 
of 0.5 percent, he said.

“This is not about carelessly 
and mindlessly impacting your 
incomes,” Council President Mary 
Reynolds said. “We’re desperately 
looking for answers.”

The 2019 operating deficit for the 
village is $450,000, the treasurer 
estimated. He said that there will 

Chagrin Boulevard widening  
project could begin by 2021
By JULIE HULLETT

WOODMERE  —  Construction 
on the widening of busy Chagrin 
Boulevard in the village could begin in 
2021, village Engineer Ed Hren said.

Mr. Hren, who recently reviewed 
plans for the $3.9 million project, 
said that Woodmere likely would be 
responsible for between $150,000 and 
$250,000. The village needs to acquire 
property to add one westbound lane.

The Ohio  Depar tment  of 
Transportation will cover $2.7 million 
of the project, which is funded through 
a Congressional transportation bill, 
Mr. Hren said. The Ohio Public Works 
Commission potentially will fund 

$1.2 million of the project, he said, 
explaining that the application has 
not been approved. 

“I’m optimistic about it. We’re only 
asking for 30 percent,” Mr. Hren said. 
“We’ll know by mid-December.”

Chagrin Boulevard is the main 
thoroughfare in Woodmere going past 
some of the busiest shopping areas in 
the eastern suburbs of Cleveland. The 
road in Woodmere borders Orange 
Village and Pepper Pike. 

Mr. Hren explained that the vil-
lage needs to purchase 7-8 feet of 
land along the north side of Chagrin 
Boulevard for about 2,000 feet from 
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Beekeepers Ian Phillips, left, and Saren Peetz sport protective head nets as they tend to their honeybees outside their 
Chagrin Falls home. The couple traveled 5 hours with their bees from Leesburg, Maryland last summer, and will enter their 
first Northeast Ohio winter with the hive.


