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Residents question plans 
for Beech Brook property
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — More than 60 
people packed City Council cham-
bers last week to voice concerns 
about a proposal to rezone 68 
acres of land near Lander Circle 
for development that could include a 
town center. The property is owned 
by Beech Brook, a behavior health 
agency, and is being sold.

Even though Beech Brook was 
not on the agenda of the Nov. 20 
council meeting, Mayor Richard 
Bain spoke on the subject for 35 
minutes. Following that, 15 resi-
dents made comments that lasted 
a total of about one hour.

“The zoning should be suitable 
for the citizens and not the devel-
oper,” said Lander Road resident 
Burt Randell, whose comments 
received applause.

Beech Brook closed its residential 
treatment services for juveniles at 
the Pepper Pike campus in 2016 with 
plans to move to new headquarters. 
Bryan Stone of Axiom Development 
Group is under contract to purchase 
the property. The property currently 
is zoned U-2 for institutional use, 
such as schools and churches. A vote 
of residents would be required to 
change the zoning for another use.

“I’m thrilled to see people come 
to a meeting,” Mayor Bain said. “I 
like the idea that people are aware, 
but I don’t want you to be mistaken 
in your understanding of where 
we are in the process and what is 
occurring. We welcome your input 
as we go along.”

City Planner George Smerigan 
wrote a new proposed chapter of the 

Thieves targeting buses in 
area for catalytic converters
By JOAN DEMIRJIAN

Thieves looking for quick cash 
and possibly drug money are taking 
off with vehicle catalytic converters, 
especially school buses, according 
to area police. One of the latest 
targets was the Kenston Local 
School District bus garage.   

Other school districts and busi-
nesses in Northeast Ohio are seeing 
similar thefts prompting police 
across the region to share informa-
tion.  Catalytic converter thefts were 
a trend a while ago, and now all 
of a sudden there is a rash of these 
cases again, Solon Police Lt. Joe 
Alestock said. 

Catalytic converters cost between 
$800 and $1,200 to replace, officials 
said. It’s considered a quick and 
easy theft. 

On Nov. 14, individuals cut 

through fencing at the Kenston bus 
garage on Bainbridge Road next to 
the Gardiner Center and were able 
to take catalytic converters from 
five school vans. The converters are 
part of the exhaust system.

“We appreciate three other school 
districts lending us vans,” Kenston 
Community Relations Director Katy 
McGrath said, referring to Chagrin 
Falls, Solon and Newbury.  The 
vans are used to transport special 
education students. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  K e n s t o n 
Transportation Director Melody 
Coniglio, district officials discov-
ered the hole in the fence and the 
damage to the vehicles that morning. 
She said because of the help from 
the other school districts, there was 
little disruption to the families. 
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Pictured clockwise from the top left are: 
Dr. Lee Ponsky, A8; Roland “Rolly” Lufkin, 
A6; Mary Condon, A15; Clayton Briggs, 
A14; Terri A. Grodell, A17; Kathy O’Neill, 
A17; and Steve “Tango” Teringo, A18.

Happy  
Thanksgiving
“H ow wonderful it is that nobody need 

wait a single moment before starting 
to improve the world” – Anne Frank

Once again this year, we offer our thanks to 
people in the Chagrin Valley, Solon and Geauga 
County who do not hesitate to take action in 
improving our corner of the world. These indi-
viduals work behind the scenes year-round often 
without recognition for their contributions. On this 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Times shines a light 
on stories of people intrinsically driven to help 
others including teens who volunteer at a camp 
for special kids, a couple who delivers laundry 
baskets of love for the holidays, a doctor who 
started the nonprofit MedWish, senior citizens key 
to area food pantries and more.  Today we share 
their compelling stories and offer our thanks for 
helping to make our communities better.


