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Old Orange library to be razed by January
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — The Orange Board 
of Education voted to tear down the old 
Orange library at a cost of $201,000. 
The district still is paying for utilities 
in the old library, even though the 
new Orange Branch of the Cuyahoga 

County Public Library opened in 2015 
across the street on Chagrin Boulevard 
next to the Orange Senior Center.

The old Orange library is located 
on the south side of the street next 
to the Orange Art Center. The board 
accepted a proposal from Albert 
M. Higley Co. to tear down the 

building. Selective demolition would 
be an estimated $140,000, but other 
items are included in the $201,000 
proposal, including $5,500 for design 
fees, $5,000 for unforeseen abate-
ment and $2,500 for permitting.

“We were hoping it would be less 
expensive, but this is the lowest price 

we can get to take this building down, 
which is frustrating,” board member 
Melanie Weltman said at the school 
board meeting on Nov. 25.

Vice President Deborah Kamat 
reminded the board that the building 

Council overturns mayor’s 
vetoes on spending limits
By JULIE HULLETT

WOODMERE — After Mayor Ben 
Holbert vetoed two ordinances that 
council passed to cut his spending 
authority and require more oversight 
on council expenditures, Village 
Council members overturned his 
vetoes Monday night by a 6-1 vote. 
Council members explained that the 
village is losing money and needs 
to control its spending.

“This has been going on for 
many months with the spending 
and watching our general fund go 
from $1.4 million, and now we’re 
projecting a $900,000 balance by the 
end of 2020,” said Councilwoman 

Lisa Brockwell, who also serves 
as the chairwoman of the Finance 
Committee. “We’re watching the 
money go quick.”

One ordinance cut the mayor’s 
spending authority from $5,000 to 
$2,500 per line item. The spending 
authority is money that the mayor 
can spend without council’s ap-
proval. The other ordinance required 
council members’ expenditures to 
be approved by the treasurer and 
council president. 

Mayor Holbert said that he vetoed 
the ordinances because the captions 
on the documents were not clear 

Dogs now have a winter 
wonderland in Bainbridge
By JOAN DEMIRJIAN  

BAINBRIDGE — Dogs and their 
owners now have a place to romp 
and play during the cold weather 
months. 

After closing the popular dog park 
at Centerville Mills Park last month, 
Bainbridge Township Trustees ap-
proved opening a temporary canine 
area until spring.  

The move answered the loud out-
cry from regular users of the popular 
park that had been shuttered this fall.  
“We immediately started planning 
an alternative,” said Tab Gordon, 
properties superintendent for the 
Bainbridge Service Department. 

“We closed the main dog park 
because the grass was so muddy.”

The service department staked 
off about three-quarters of an acre 
on the other side of the Centerville 
Mills roadway for the winter canine 
area that opened Nov. 22 and is 
available from dawn to dusk.

 There are no designated areas 
for small and large dogs as is in 
the main dog park, he noted. “We 
did put up some benches,” he said. 
The site has no water source, he 
said, so owners will have to provide 
their own. 

Muddy ground forced the closing 
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Micah Wakefield, from left, and Mabel Wakefield, both 3, stand in awe alongside their sister Elsie, 5, and their mother, Ashley, 
behind, as the Christmas tree in Triangle Park in downtown Chagrin Falls is brought to life with festive holiday lights. The 
Wakefield family was joined by hundreds of community members for the tree lighting last Friday.  As in years past, the tree 
was hauled into town by the Chagrin Valley Jaycees and was from Tom and Sandra Meyer’s front yard in South Russell.

Holiday magic


