
Auburn maps tentative 
Memorial Day plans
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

AUBURN — The township is work-
ing through a tentative schedule 
for this year’s Memorial Day 
celebration, trying to get as close 
to normal as possible during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

With vaccines now available to 
all adults over the age of 16 and 
plans underway to offer the Pfizer 

vaccine to local high schools, poor 
weather may be the only factor 
getting in the way.

Trustee Patrick J. Cavanagh said 
during the Monday meeting that he 
discussed with Nancy Dolezal, the 
township administrative assistant, 
a tentative, simplified version 
of Memorial Day celebrations, 

University students to don caps, 
gowns for outdoor ceremonies
By JULIE HULLETT

Colleges and universities across 
Northeast Ohio are returning to 
in-person commencement ceremo-
nies this year after holding virtual 
celebrations in 2020 at the height 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine on 
Monday announced new statewide 
guidance that allows large gather-
ings such as graduations, proms 
and festivals, but still maintaining 

health guidelines such as social 
distancing, mask wearing and group 
size limits.  Though the rolling out 
of COVID-19 vaccines is making 
graduation ceremonies possible, 
he said, residents still need to be 
cautious.

Leaders at higher education insti-
tutions have largely decided to hold 
their commencement ceremonies 
outdoors as a safety precaution, 
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Russell   Rescue Village 
board names new director. A2

Pepper Pike  Mayor 
requests more green 
barriers in club plan. A4

Solon  Truck restriction 
lifted on Richmond Road for 
now. A9

Bainbridge    Man killed 
in hit and run accident.  A10 

Ohio  Rep. Diane Grendell 
sponsors bill to end ‘dark 
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opposes changes in federal 
election proposal. A12
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Boys baseball   
Hilltoppers score win over 
Perry. A13

Softball Chardon 
dominates Berkshire. A14 

Lacrosse   Comets’ 
defense rebounds in win 
over US. A15 
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Region    Rain gardens 
benefit water and wildlife. B1

Chagrin   Little Theatre 
stages online visual play of 
famous radio show. B1 

Solon   Collection of 
new toys to benefit kids at 
Laura’s Home.  B7

School chiefs give report card bill mixed reviews
By JULIE HULLETT

Chagrin Valley and Geauga County 
public school superintendents have 
varying views on a proposal in the 
state legislature that would reform 
annual report cards to districts.

House Bill 200 was introduced by 

state Reps. Phil Robinson, D-Solon, 
and Don Jones, R-Freeport, to 
address what they called flawed 
metrics and punitive measures in 
the current district report cards 
handed out annually by the Ohio 
Department of Education and based 
on a number of factors including 

student standardized test results. 
Rep. Robinson said that the current 

report card is confusing and often the 
grades do not reflect what actually 
takes place in the classroom, such 
as continuous improvement. One 
of the biggest changes is that HB 
200 would remove letter grades 

from the report card and replace 
them with six performance ratings, 
such as exceeds expectations, meets 
expectations and in need of support. 
Although area superintendents said 
they were not satisfied with the 
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‘Hope blooms’ for springtime 

Photo by Michael Steinberg

The Beachwood High School traveling flower show, “Hope Blooms Ohio,” made its appearance in Chagrin Falls last weekend 
as giant inflatable flowers popped up in the village parks. The student-run project spreads the message of hope in spring-
time. Pictured, twins Sarah and Charlotte Garner of Mayfield Heights, donning matching bunny ears in celebration of the 
Easter weekend, get a close look at one of the bodacious blossoms.


