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Art Palette
Chagrin Falls 
Historical Society 
& Museum, 87 E. 
Washington St. in Chagrin 
Falls: Christmas exhibit, 
“Under the Tree: A Celebration 
of Gifts for Children,” on 
display from through Jan. 
25 during holiday hours. 
Free admission. Donations 
accepted. Information: 
ChagrinHistorical.org.

Music Notes
Maltz Performing 
Arts Center, 1855 Ansel 
Road in Cleveland: Case 
Western Reserve University’s 
Siegal Lifelong Learning 
presents Rami Kleinstein in an 
intimate concert performance 
on Jan. 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
VIP tickets start at $75 and 
general admission starts at 
$25. Register: 216-368-6062. 
Information: 216-368-4623.

West Woods Nature 
Center, 9465 Kinsman 
Road in Russell: Maple Town 
Tune Traders provide short 
performances by musicians of 
all levels and genres from 7-10 
p.m. on Jan. 23. Snacks to 
share welcomed. Information: 
440-286-9516.

Stage Lines
Geauga Lyric 
Theater Guild, 101 
Water St. in Chardon: The 
Theater Guild presents “She 
Loves Me” Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Jan. 31 
through Feb. 16. Tickets are 
$18 for adults, $15 for seniors 
and students and $10 for 
children 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-285-7701.

Celebration 
Lutheran Church, 
10621 Auburn Road in 
Chardon: Curtain 440 
presents “Suessical, Jr.”  
Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 
p.m. from Jan. 24 through 
Feb. 2. Information: Angela@
curtain440.com.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our new e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.

Thru-hiker steps up 
Former Chagrin Falls resident  
conquers the Appalachian Trail

By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

He produced several keepsakes from his jour-
ney, showing off pages of notes, passes and punch 
cards, a tattered flip-book with names scribbled 
throughout, a small wooden tasting spoon and 
a red plastic tag with “1779” scrawled onto it, 
among other small artifacts.

“These are things I carried with me the whole 
way,” Jeff Colvin said, removing some of the 
items from the safety of a resealable plastic 
bag. Along with the collectables, he revealed 
and flipped through a green paperback trail 
guide. “This book, I probably should have used 
more,” he said.

“This book” was the David “AWOL” Miller’s 
“A.T. Guide: A Handbook for Hiking the 
Appalachian Trail,” a 2019 guide for the great 
trail’s northbound hikers.

Mr. Colvin, 61, had completed 2,146.4 continu-
ous miles of the Appalachian Trail by mid-August 
in 2019, returning to hometown Chagrin Falls 
Aug. 12 with plans to complete his remaining 45.6 
miles before the end of the year. And he did just 
that in September, taking just five days – three 
of which were actually spent hiking – to become 
a “thru-hiker” to complete the trail. 

Getting started 
Mr. Colvin, who moved to Colorado in early 

December after living in Chagrin Falls for 30 years, 
started his northbound hike of the Appalachian 
Trail on April 2, 2019 at the Springer Mountain 
entrance in northern Georgia, after making the 
8-mile approach hike, which is not part of the 
official trail. He made it to Whitehouse Landing 
Camps in Millinocket, Maine by Aug. 7.

His decision to start the trail began about four 
years ago. After losing his 34-year job in 2015, 
Mr. Colvin used the few weeks before finding 
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Jeff Colvin, 61, conquered the roughly 2,190-mile Appalachian Trail in 2019. With 
hardships – physical, mental and emotional – Mr. Colvin began his northbound 
journey in northern Georgia on April 2 last year and officially finished the trail 
to become a thru-hiker in northern Maine on Sept. 21. The former Chagrin Falls 
resident now begins a new journey across the country in Avon, Colorado, where 
he now resides.
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Chardon city 
plans building 
and growing  
in new year  
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Chardon city is focused on expanding its 
recreational opportunities in the coming year, 
a trend begun in 2019, while keeping an eye 
on growing its residential and business base.

In a report issued by the city this month, city 
officials recapped its accomplishments in both 
areas and listed its goals for the coming year.

In 2019, according to the report, city officials 
joined a statewide program intended to promote 
a healthy lifestyle.

Chardon was designated as a Buckeye Trail 
Town at the city’s annual Fall Fest on Oct. 5 
last year. Mayor Jeffrey Smock and members 
of the Ohio Buckeye Trail Association unveiled 
a sign marking the trail at the northwest corner 
of Chardon Square. The city became the 
14th Trail Town in Ohio, joining such cities 
as Mentor, Dayton, Xenia and Defiance in 
the designation. The Buckeye Trail, founded 
in 1959, loops through Ohio and is marked 
along the way by blue “blazes,” swaths of 
blue paint, on trees and utility poles along 
the 1,444-mile trail.

In the city, the trail consists of a mile-long 
route that begins in the north from the Geauga 
Park District’s Maple Highlands Trail along a 
former rail line to Fifth Avenue. It then heads 

Annexation to 
Burton Village 
OK’d by county
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Geauga County Commissioners took the 
final steps last week to approve an annexation 
of land into Burton Village, but their action 
sparked further discussion about the cost to 
taxpayers.

Commissioners approved a series of actions 
on the annexation of 26 acres that are expected 
to be developed as a senior citizen housing 
complex known as Hillside Village.

The actions included approving the with-
drawal of an annexation request by Dan Demko, 
owner of the approximately 40 acres, before 
approving the annexation. Mr. Demko had 
made the request in September, anticipating 
that Burton Township would oppose the issue. 
But in early December Burton Trustees, Village 
Council and Mr. Demko reached an agreement 
on a tax-sharing plan to allow the annexation 
to go forward unchallenged.

While commissioners gave their approval, 
Commissioner Timothy Lennon asked why 
taxpayers were expected to foot the bill for 
outside legal counsel when a private developer 
makes such requests.

“It set a precedent with taxpayers paying for 
a private business,” Mr. Lennon said.

Christine Blair, commissioners’ clerk, said 
that commissioners had capped the bill at 
$4,500, although bills are just starting to come 
in and the cost is still unknown.

Gerald Morgan, county administrator, said 


