
Vet post puts classic 
car shows into drive  
By SUE REID

Classic cars ranging from hot 
rods and street rods to everything in 
between will fill the parking lot at 
the Solon Veteran of Foreign Wars 
Post 1863 throughout the month to 
generate funds for the post.

Last week, at the first gathering, 
about 50 spectators took part and 
roughly 40 cars were on display. The 
show will take place each Tuesday 
in September from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the post on Melbury Avenue.

“They had a nice variety of 
vehicles,” Post Commander Jack 
Calvey said. Spectators also enjoyed 
food trucks and the ability to visit 
the post’s canteen.

Due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, the post has lost income 
typically generated by rental of its 
banquet rooms, which is integral 
to its operations, Mr. Calvey said.

“We had to shut down from 
March to Memorial Day,” he said 
referring to the post operation. “But 
banquets are still not happening.”

The post will lose as much as 
$20,000 this year due to the lack 
of hall rentals, he added.

New post member Councilman 
Robert Shimits said he knew of the 
post’s struggles, so pitched the idea 
of a classic car show. Mr. Shimits 
donated his services as DJ last week, 

Chief reports positive impact 
of community policing in city
By SUE REID

Even during the current unrest 

around the nation, Solon police are 
seeing support from city residents, 
Police Chief Richard A. Tonelli 
said last week.

“Even during this unrest, it is not 
uncommon for us to go somewhere 

where someone doesn’t thank us, 
buy us a coffee or express their 
gratitude in that way,” Chief Tonelli 
said.

He credits the administration and 

City Council as well as the residents 

for that positive relationship. He 
also said the ongoing commitment 

to “community policing” is helping 
during this time. 

“I think it benefits both police 
and the community when you build 

those relationships on trust and are 
proactive much more than being 
reactive when things happen,” he 
continued. “The community knows 
you are there for the good and the 

bad.”
Chief Tonelli said the depart-

ment, comprised of 47 officers, 
has a strong foundation in Solon 

and are dedicated, hardworking 
professionals who care about their 
job and the people they serve.

“They have empathy and sym-

pathy for the public, and there is 
little change even in the face of 
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Innovation center among unique  
designs in Swagelok headquarters 
By SUE REID

In constructing its global head-

quarters on Solon Road, Swagelok 
not only incorporated design ele-

ments that speak to the culture of 
its associates and the company’s 
rich history but also created the first 
of a kind innovation center of this 
magnitude.

The headquarters, which broke 
ground in September of 2019, will be 

130,000 square feet and is budgeted 
between $30 million and $50 million.

The building, which is set to open 
next June, features three stories and 
is a combination of curtain walls, 
massive glass fronts and siding and 

encompasses an overall modern and 
contemporary design. It sits on the 
site of the company’s original global 
headquarters that opened in Solon 
in 1965 and is the 15th Swagelok 

building on the Solon campus.
The company, which was founded 

by Fred A. Lennon in 1947 and is 
a leading manufacturer of valves 

and tube fittings, chose the city and 
its property there to construct the 
headquarters after a three-month site 

selection process last year throughout 
Northeast Ohio.

Theresa Polachek, vice president 
of corporate communications with 

Swagelok, said the company has 
enjoyed a long-standing relationship 
with the city.

“It’s been an area that we have 
been able to grow,” she said, as well 
as to attract high quality associates 

that contribute to the company’s 
success.

Swagelok employs about 3,200 
in Solon and ties with Nestle as the 
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Construction of Swagelok’s new global headquarters is ahead of schedule, with the 130,000 square foot building ready for 
occupancy next June. The three-story structure that includes the lobby and customer area sits on the site of the company’s 
original global headquarters built on Solon Road in 1965.
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