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News

Bainbridge police,  
firefighters square off in 
friendly competition A2

Solon  incumbent State 
Rep. Phil Robinson seeks 
another term in Ohio House 
of Representatives A2

Bainbridge   
residents vying for  
House District 35 A4

Solon firefighter retires 
after 50 years of service 
to area communities A5

Features

Russell Township  
is perfect setting for Laurel 
School’s new ‘Environmental 
Justice’ semester A15

Choo Choo!   
Trains have played an 
important role in area’s 
development  A16 

Sports

Solon boys clinch district 
cross country title B1

Comets get rematch 
with Hudson in first round of 
football playoffs B1

Kenston girls end 
University School dynasty, 
capture district banner B6

Merry mascots!
Solon’s elementary 
school mascots 
create a big splash 
everywhere they go
By MICHELE COLLINS

When Solon’s elementary school 
mascots showed up for a surprise 
visit to the high school football 
field one day recently, you would 
have thought The Beatles were in 
town or perhaps some Hollywood 
heartthrob stopped by to say hello.

High school students ran from all 
directions to hug their favorite mas-
cots, which have long represented 
Solon’s three elementary schools.

Lewis the Lewis Elementary Duck, 
Rocco the Roxbury Elementary 
Rocket, and PAWS, the Parkside 
Elementary Panther cause quite a 
stir everywhere they go.

“Ohhhhh, it’s the rocket,” said 
one high school student as a smile 
spread across her face. “I was a 
Roxbury Rocket!”

“It’s the Lewis Duck,” said an-
other. “I loved the duck when I was 
in school.”

“PAWS, can I hug you?” asked a 
third student.

Although all students pride 
themselves on being Solon Comets, 
the colorful, big-headed mascots 
are unique to the three elementary 
schools. Neither the middle school 
or the high school have mascots and 
as a result, the elementary school 
mascots hold a special place in the 
hearts of Solon students of all ages.

“It really is something unique,” 

said Tamara Strom, communications 
director for the school district. “The 
students really feel aligned with their 
elementary mascot. Once they move 
on to middle school and high school 
they all come together as Solon 
Comets. Our tagline is “We are SC. 
We are Solon Comets.”

The mascots are a fixture at 
elementary school activities and 
often are students’ first introduction 
to the district.

They make student assemblies, 
school parties, and other events 
extra special for the elementary-age 
students, who meet and instantly 
love them.

So who is behind the mask – or 

rather the head – of the duck, rocket, 
and panther?

It’s something of a mystery.
The mascots for each school just 

just seem to know when – and where 
– to show up.  

“The partnership between the 
Solon PTAs and the school district 
means that the mascots get to where 
they need to be,” said Ms. Strom 
coyly. 

Just like on that windy day in 
October, the mascots appear and 
the students are thrilled.

Lewis the Lewis Elementary Duck 
was a towering figure at the school’s 

Solon 
Chamber 
hires from 
within to fill 
CEO job
By MICHELE COLLINS

Sometimes the answer to an orga-
nization’s most pressing issue can be 
found by simply looking across the 
boardroom table.

The Solon Chamber of Commerce 
recently announced the hiring of 
Marilyn McMillan, its director of 
business development and retention, 
to be the chamber’s new president 
and CEO. 

Ms. McMillan brings 
a variety of experience 
to her new role having 
served in business-to-
business sales, as a 
teacher in an interna-
tional school during 
her family’s overseas 
expatriate assignment, 

and as an attorney.
“Marilyn brings a diverse set of 

professional skills and experiences 
that will serve her well in the CEO 
role,” said Tom Jackson, chairman 
of the chamber’s board of directors.  
“With a year of tenure at the chamber, 
she has valuable insights into chamber 
operations, its membership, and the 
needs going forward. The search 
committee was impressed with her 
passion and readiness to do the work 
necessary for our members and the 
entire Solon business community.”

Ms. McMillan said that she decided 
to apply for the chamber president job 
when Mary Sullivan, the chamber’s 
original replacement for outgoing 
President and CEO Tom Bennett, Jr., 
changed her mind about accepting 
the position.

“When I realized the previous 
candidate was not going to be starting, 
I was concerned with how a new 
search would progress,” said Ms. 
McMillan. “I was concerned with 
who we would be able to find in an 
expedient time frame.”

She said her top concern was “to 
not lose the great momentum we have 
in the chamber currently.”

The chamber has 460 members 
and has grown exponentially over 
the past few years. 

“I thought this was a perfect op-
portunity for me to continue the great 
work the chamber is doing for its 
members,” she said.

When Ms. McMillan takes the 
helm on Oct. 24, she said she will 
review the past few years’ events 
and activities and will make plans 
to keep those that worked well and 
“possibly tweak those that didn’t.”

The annual golf outing, the Western 
Reserve Safety Council meetings, 
and the Solon Women in Business 
programs, among others, are all 
continuing, she said. 
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Rocco the Roxbury Rocket, Lewis the Lewis Elementary Duck and PAWS, the Parkside 
Panther, made a surprise visit to the Solon High School football field recently.  The elemen-
tary school mascots are often a student’s first introduction to the local school district and 
hold a special place in their hearts throughout their school experience.   McMillan


