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Installation of the new playground equipment is underway at River Road Park in Bainbridge. The township purchased the
equipment from Snider Recreation in October, which began installation at the end of December. Trustees plan to hold a formal
ribbon cutting ceremony for the new playground in the spring.

Plans in works for playground grand opening
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL
BAINBRIDGE — With the equipment installation underway, township
trustees opened discussions on a
grand opening of River Road Park’s
new playground, Kari’s Play World.
Service Director Jim Stanek told
Bainbridge Trustees Monday that the
installation of the equipment from

Snider Recreation was progressing well. He said he anticipates its
completion within the next two to
three weeks, then the township can
decide on signage and opening of
the playground.
In 2019, the township had to
raze the former playground at the
park due to unsafe conditions and
had since tasked a subcommittee

Ursuline Sisters to revisit plans
for new retirement community
By JULIE HULLETT
PEPPER PIKE — With the lifting
of a moratorium on development in
U-2 zoning districts set for Jan. 23,
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland plan
to reconsider a proposal to build a
residential retirement community.
Through a public records request,
the Times received preliminary
plans for a retirement community
with a maximum density of 176
units on 30 acres of the Ursuline
Sisters’ land.
Sister Ritamary Welsh, president of the Ursuline Sisters of
Cleveland, said that no plans have
officially been submitted to the
city due to the moratorium on U-2
development. Now that council has
passed new zoning language, she
said that the leadership team will

revisit the proposal and determine
their next steps.
“That proposal has been put
on hold because Pepper Pike was
redoing its zoning code for the U-2
public buildings district. We were
not sure until that was complete
what we would be able to build,”
she said on Jan. 5. “We have 20
acres where we are tearing down
the [old] motherhouse. Now we
have to go look at the new code.”
Any future projects on U-2 land
will be subject to the revised zoning
adopted on Dec. 23, city officials
said.
In a summary submitted to
the city last year, the project is
described as an “institutionally
sponsored community targeting
Turn to Plans on Page 4

with fundraising efforts for the new
equipment.
The township set aside $80,000 for
the purchase of the new equipment
and $20,000 for drainage repairs.
Trustees approved the purchase of
the $156,000 equipment in October
after meeting their match for donations, which included a $35,000
donation from the Friedman family.

The township named the park in
memory of the late Kari Friedman, a
Kenston High School graduate, who
was killed in a tragic auto accident
in Montana more than six years ago.
Upon completion, the playground
could be opened up for use depending on state COVID-19 health and
Turn to Play on Page 4

Commission considering
officer for public outreach
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL
The Geauga Commissioners
recently discussed the possibility
of creating a position for better
community outreach on behalf
of the county, looking to appoint
or hire someone who could potentially spearhead social media,
fine tune the website and distribute
newsletters.
Commissioner Ralph Spidalieri
opened up the discussion during
the board’s Dec. 29 meeting after
a work session, noting that with
the construction of the new county
offices on Merritt Road in Claridon
Township and the beginning of a
new year, now might be the right
time to roll out new communication
methods to reach the community
and to help improve the county’s

economic development.
“Really there’s no [online] presence,” he said, adding a public
information officer could “get our
message across and communicate
and let the people know [what’s
happening].”
This would not just be a position for the commissioners,
Commissioner Tim Lennon said,
adding they could sit down with
Auditor Charles Walder to determine what their options would be.
County Administrator Gerry
Morgan said the potential officer
could handle newsletters and social
media on behalf of the entire county,
not just government departments.
Thinking back to the presentation Juniper Solutions gave
Turn to Outreach on Page 4
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