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Sports

Division III champs! 
Chardon Hilltoppers win state 
title in double overtime.  B1

Football   Hawken grad 
showcases gridiron legacy 
in book.  B3

News 

Falls  Developers say 
success of historic eatery site 
hinges on new concept. A2

Valley     Chagrin tree 
lighting going virtual to keep 
residents safe. A6

Chardon     Council sets 
goals during budgeting 
process. A12

Chester   Township 
devotes CARES funding to 
safety forces.  A13

Orange    Holiday event 
to benefit residents and 
merchants. A16

Chagrin schools     
Basketball, wrestling on 
pause until January.  A16

Clockwise from top left are, Jim Finley, 
page A7; Lisa Luoma, A9; Oscar Reinart, 
A6; Miriam Greenberg, A5; Dr. Rami 
Abbass, A4; Henri Preuss, A3 and 
Tiaundria Mitchell, A4. Also see stories 
about  Samantha Schaedler, A8 and 
Pastor Ron Miller, A4. 

Giving 
thanks

We are thankful for family and friends 
across the Chagrin Valley.  As in past 
years, the Times is taking the opportunity 
on Thanksgiving Day to tell stories 
about people who are doing good in our 
communities. These individuals, who 
may not be in the limelight, are having 
a positive impact on others. Look inside 
and see their stories. 

Orange returns to remote 
learning through Jan. 18
By JULIE HULLETT

Superintendent Lynn Campbell 
announced that the Orange City 
School District will return to its 
fully remote learning model on this 
coming Monday.

Students will continue to learn 
virtually through the end of the 
fall semester on Dec. 18, and for 
the first two weeks of the spring 
semester. The district will return 
to the hybrid model if COVID-19 
conditions permit on Jan. 19, Dr. 
Campbell said. This schedule 
includes Orange Community 
Education and Recreation’s early 
childhood preschool and Lions 
Club Extended Care.

The superintendent pointed to 
staffing issues as the main reason 
the district is switching to virtual 

learning. As more employees are 
quarantining due to potential 
COVID-19 exposures, he said, it 
is becoming increasingly difficult to 
staff the classrooms for the hybrid 
learning model. As of Monday, the 
Orange district COVID-19 dash-
board showed six active student 
cases and seven active staff cases. 
The dashboard shows 64 people 
are quarantining now, including 
25 staff members and 39 students.

Dr. Campbell’s announcement 
received mixed reactions from 
residents on the Nov. 19 Zoom town 
hall. Parent Amy Bilsky of Pepper 
Pike said her son at Orange High 

Panel puts emotions aside 
for community center plans
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

NEWBURY — Members of the 
Newbury Task Force committee 
vented their frustrations with the 
West Geauga Local School board 
last week regarding missing infor-
mation needed to make a proposal 
to the district on the former school 
property in the township. 

In response, the members de-
veloped an action plan to ensure 
months of work put into the po-
tential acquisition of the former 
Newbury Local Schools campus 
do not go to waste. 

Newbury schools closed over 
the summer and officially joined 
West Geauga in a territory transfer 
that went into effect for the current 
2020-2021 school year. Since the 
closure of the district, Newbury 

Trustee Chairman Bill Skomrock 
developed a six-person subcom-
mittee including himself, former 
Newbury Board of Education 
members Maggie Zock, Kimya 
Matthews, Dave Lair and Dave 
Gifford and Carole Drabek to ex-
plore the feasibility of acquiring 
the property and converting it into 
a community center.

“We asked for a lot of informa-
tion, and we have yet to receive a 
lot of it,” Mr. Skomrock, said during 
the Nov. 17 meeting. “I understand 
that right now, there’s a lot of things 
going on with [COVID-19]. I’m 
not unsympathetic to that fact, but 
we’ve requested a lot of this infor-
mation [more than a] month ago.”

In previous meetings, the task 
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