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Plan for single-family apartments clears first hurdle
By BRIAN DOERING

CHARDON — The city Planning 

Commission on Monday granted 

concept plan approval to Redwood 

USA, LLC for a 91-unit single-family 

attached residential development.

The proposed development would 

consist of 20 buildings on 19.4 acres 

and require a waiver or variance 

from the Board of Zoning Appeals 

that requires a 3- to 8-foot off-set 

between units on the front facades of 
the single-family attached dwelling 
units.  

Communi ty  Deve lopment 
Administrator Steven Yaney said 
the concept plan would be high-end 
apartments. “This is a housing option 
that is not currently available in the 
city of Chardon,” Mr.  Yaney said. 
“It is nice rental housing that is just 
one step below single-family home 
ownership.” 

The development being proposed 
would be targeted to the older popu-
lation wanting to downsize from 
their big houses and also to younger 
professionals who want a nice place 
to live but may not be ready to buy 
their first home, city officials said. 

“These are essentially side-by-side 
units,” Mr. Yaney said. “They are 
all single story, front-to-back side-
to-side units with two car attached 
garages, so basically they are like 

little houses all attached to each 
other.”

The property is located on the 
west side of Seventh Avenue ap-
proximately 580 feet north of the 
intersection of Center Street and 
Seventh Avenue and owned by Park 
Leasing Group Ltd.  

Redwood is based in Independence, 
Ohio and owns and manages more than 

Berkshire to auction schools 
and offer one to Thompson
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

As construction continues on 

the $41 million K-12 campus, the 

Berkshire Board of Education last 

week voted to auction off Burton 

Elementary and Berkshire Junior 

and Senior High School on Nov. 

14. The board also agreed to offer 

Ledgemont Elementary School 

to Thompson Township Trustees 

for $1.

Board Treasurer Beth McCaffrey 

said the auction will be conducted by 

Mihalic Associates & Auctioneers 

LLC of Chardon. In June of 2019, 

she added, McGiffin & Company 
Inc. appraised Burton Elementary 

for $500,000 and the high school 

for $335,000.

“[Scott Mihalic’s] proposal is to 

charge zero commission, 10 percent 

buyer’s premium and then donate 

back 45 percent of that buyer’s 

premium to the education founda-

tion,” Mrs. McCaffrey said when the 

board met with Thompson Township 

Trustees at Ledgemont on Sept. 30. 

The auctioneer’s bid, she said, was 

selected from three others.

Berkshire Superintendent John 

Stoddard fielded a number of ques-

tions from Thompson Trustee Frank 

Sirna, who asked why the board 

Lennon questions proposed 
CARES Act expenditures
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e  G e a u g a 

Commissioners approved almost 

$122,000 in proposed Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 

Act expenditures, including the 

purchase of two SUVs for the 

Auditor’s and Prosecutor’s offices at 
a combined total of almost $80,000.

This week, the Engineer’s Office 
came forward with a proposal, as 

presented by Finance Director 

Adrian Gorton, asking for four 

additional chainsaws, six addi-

tional plow trucks, one Ford F-550 

quad cab mechanics vehicle and 

one mini excavator, among other 

miscellaneous personal protection 

equipment and furnishings, totaling 

almost $1.2 million.

Mr. Gorton said the original re-

quest, before reaching the regular 

meeting this week on Tuesday, 

included 10 plow trucks, but the 

department had since cut back on 

the request.

County Administrator Gerard 

Morgan confirmed that Geauga 

County had just been approved 

for an additional $3.3 million in 

CARES Act funding the same day 

of the meeting. He said the county 

has already received more than 
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Hilltoppers end season undefeated 

Photo by John Reid

The Chardon Hilltoppers ended their six-game regular season undefeated after putting a 55-7 hurting on Western Reserve 
Conference foe Brush last Friday night at Korb Field. Chardon is ranked No. 1 in the Division III AP poll and has a first-round 
bye in the playoffs this week. See game story on Page C7.
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