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Valley asked to make some noise for first responders
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Be it clapping your hands, banging 
pots and pans or simply waving, 
when the church bells ring, step 
out onto the front porch and show 
your support for first responders 
this Sunday.

That’s what Jo and Bob Royer 
ask of Chagrin Valley residents 
this weekend for First Responders’ 
Appreciation Day.

The COVID-19 health crisis may 
have taken away parades, festivals 
and other social gatherings, but the 
Royers of South Russell will not let 

local first responders fall under the 
radar this year as they encourage 
residents to show their support with 
red and blue lights, banners and rib-
bons and making some noise at 2 p.m. 
sharp this Sunday as the Federated 
and Methodist Church bells toll. 

Mrs. Royer said getting the 

churches on board to help the 
community show its appreciation 
was actually based on an idea from 
Chagrin Falls resident Jo McGinnis 
who called the Royors with the 
suggestion.

Ballots arrive in Geauga County too late to be counted 
By JULIE HULLETT

The Geauga County Board of 
Elections received 26 ballots last 
week for the April 28 primary elec-
tion, but they came too late to be 
counted. Although each ballot was 
postmarked on time, they arrived 

at the board of elections too many 
days after the election due to human 
error at the United States Post Office 
in Chagrin Falls, according to the 
Director of the Geauga County Board 
of Elections Pete Zeigler. 

“We reached out to the post office 
and they said that this was the result 

of human error,” he said on Tuesday. 
“That batch was misplaced in an 
incorrect bin which went out of 
state. By the time it cycled around, 
it was [the middle of] last week.”

The primary election was set for 
March 17, but Ohio Department 
of Health Director Dr. Amy Acton 

and Gov. Mike DeWine signed an 
order to close all in-person voting 
polling sites due to the coronavirus 
health emergency. The Ohio General 
Assembly later passed HB 197, 
which moved the primary to April 28 

Responsible reopening
Area restaurants ready for safe indoor service
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM, JULIE HULLETT 
and SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Rainfall failed to discourage patrons from 
heading to open-air patios as area bars and 
restaurants offered outdoor table service this 
past weekend for the first time since the state 
closed sit-down dining nine weeks ago to curb 
the spread of the coronavirus.

“We opened on Friday, starting at 3 [p.m.] and 
we had guests immediately on the patio even 
though it was raining the entire day and most 

of the night,” Chardon’s Bass Lake Taverne 
proprietor Erik Heatwole said. 

Bret Adams, owner of M Italian in Chagrin 
Falls and Burntwood Tavern in Chagrin and 
Solon, said the outdoor opening was “awesome.” 
Regular customers known as “the rat pack,” ages 
70 to 90, were among the first to claim a patio 
table at Burntwood in Chagrin, he said.

As for M Italian, customers for carry-out are 
still coming at a fast pace. “There’s been a line 
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The weather proved favorable last Saturday as patrons dined out at local restaurants to take advantage of Gov. Mike DeWine’s 
May 15 reopening of outdoor patio dining. Server Rachael Blahovec of Cru Uncorked in Moreland Hills serves glasses of wine 
as guests wait seated at socially distanced tables.

A server takes the orders of Cru 
Uncorked guests last Saturday in the 
French fine dining restaurant’s outdoor 
dining patio.
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